
RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number: 24-  

Record Number: PLN-2024-19041 
Assessor Parcel Number: 017-192-006 

 
Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance 
with the California Environmental Quality Act and conditionally approving the Lynnette 
Chen Coastal Development Permit. 
 
WHEREAS, Lynnette Chen submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a 
Coastal Development Permit for the removal of approximately 60 redwood trees ranging in 
size from 10 inches to 40 inches DBH. The tree removal is required for structure protection 
for the existing residence and a pump house for Humboldt Community Services District, as 
well as to provide suitable area for a septic repair. The parcel is developed with a single-
family residence, a detached garage and pumphouse. The parcel is served by the Humboldt 
Community Services District and an on-site wastewater treatment system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County Planning Division has reviewed the submitted application and 
evidence and has referred the application and evidence to involved reviewing agencies 
for site inspections, comments, and recommendations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Division as the Lead Agency has determined that the project 
qualifies for categorical exemption found in Section 15302(c) (Replacement or 
Reconstruction) and 15304 Minor Alterations to Land of the CEQA Guidelines; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly-noticed public hearing 
on November 7, 2024, and reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for the 
Coastal Development Permit, and reviewed and considered all evidence and testimony 
presented at the hearing. 
 
Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following 
findings: 
 
1.  FINDING:  A Coastal Development Permit for the removal of approximately 

60 redwood trees ranging in size from 10 inches to 40 inches 
DBH. The tree removal is required for structure protection for 
the existing residence and a pump house for Humboldt 
Community Services District, as well as to provide suitable area 
for a septic repair. The parcel is developed with a single-family 
residence, a detached garage and pumphouse. The parcel is 
served by the Humboldt Community Services District and an on-



site wastewater treatment system. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a)  Project File:  PLN-2024-19041 
    

2.  FINDING:  CEQA: The requirements of the California Environmental Quality 
Act have been met. The Humboldt County Planning Commission 
has considered the project and finds the proposed project is 
exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 
15302(c) (Replacement or Reconstruction) and 15304 Minor 
Alterations to Land of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a)  The Class 2 exemption applies to replacement or reconstruction 

of existing structures and facilities. 
    
  b)  The Class 4 exemption consists of minor public or private 

alterations in the condition of land, water, an/ or vegetation 
which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees 
except for forestry or agricultural purposes.  

    
  c)  A project utilizing the Class 4 exemption can be disqualified from 

using a Categorical Exemption if any of the exceptions listed in 
Section 15300.2 apply.  However, none of these exceptions 
apply to the proposed project. 

    
   FINDINGS FOR COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT  
    

3.  FINDING:  The proposed development is in is in conformance with all 
applicable policies and standards in the Humboldt Bay Area 
Plan. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a)  The proposed project includes replacement of the leach field for 

the septic tank which will repair the failing OWTS and complies 
with all development standards of the zone district which are 
intended to protect public health safety and welfare. Based on 
staff analysis and the findings made in this report, there is no 
evidence that the proposed leach field replacement will be 
materially injurious to properties or improvements in the 
vicinity. 

    
  b)  The proposed project includes tree removal for the purpose of 

house protection and fire hazard abatement.    



    
  c)  The parcel was not included in the 2019 adopted Housing 

Element Inventory. The site is developed with an existing single-
family residence and the project will help to protect the 
residence from hazards. The project is consistent with the goals, 
policies, and standards of the Humboldt County Housing 
Element. 

    
  d)  The subject parcel is in an area of low instability. It is not located 

within an Alquist-Priolo Fault Hazard Zone or an area of 
potential liquefaction. The project site is not located within a 
100-year floodplain, tsunami hazard zone, or susceptible to 
coastal inundation.  The subject parcel is located within a State 
Responsibility Area for fire protection, within a moderate fire 
hazard severity zone. The subject parcel is also located within 
the Local Responsibility Area for fire protection where 
Humboldt Bay Fire Protection District #1 provides structural fire 
protection and emergency responses. No increased threats to 
hazards are anticipated as a result of the project. 

    
  e)  According to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), 

the parcel is located within the range of Lilium occidentale 
(western lily) and Carex praticola (northern meadow sedge). 
However, the Biological Assessment prepared for the project 
identified no such species on-site and the project is not expected 
to negatively impact these species. The project was referred to 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and they 
requested that the tree removal occur outside of nesting season 
(generally March 15- August 15).  The proposed project is 
anticipated to have minimal impacts and conforms to the 
Natural Resource Protection Policies and Standards of the 
Humboldt Bay Area Plan.    

    
  f)  The project was referred to the Blue Lake Rancheria, Bear River, 

and the Wiyot Tribe, and the Northwest Information Center 
(NWIC). The NWIC responded stating that an archaeological 
study is recommended as well as contact the local Native 
American tribes with which the subject parcel resides in their 
jurisdiction. Blue Lake Rancheria, Bear River, and the Wiyot 
Tribe responded requesting that the standard inadvertent 
discovery protocol be added as a Condition of Approval. 

    
  g)  The subject parcel is not located in a designated coastal scenic 



area or coastal view area. 
    

4.  FINDING:  The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of 
the existing RA-5/F, R zone in which the site is located.  

    
 EVIDENCE: a)  Residential uses are the primary intended use of the RA zone. 

The replacement of the failing leach field will ensure that the 
residential use of the property continues. 

    
  b)  The tree removal will help to protect the residential use of the 

property from hazards. 
    

5.  FINDING:  The project conforms to Section 313-64.1.1 HCC: Major 
Vegetation Removal - Regulations Standards and Applicable 
Codes 

    
 EVIDENCE: a) The proposed Major Vegetation Removal would open up the 

forest and enhance the health of the remaining forest trees and 
understories.  

    
  b) The removal will help to protect the residence and leach field 

from damage due to potential failing trees. The tree removal will 
also aid in protection from future hazards.  

    
6.  FINDING:  The Project and the conditions under which it may be operated 

or maintained will not be detrimental to public health, safety, or 
welfare or materially injurious to properties or improvements in 
the vicinity. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a)  Of the referral agencies that have provided comments, all have 

recommended approval or conditional approval of the project. 

    
7.  FINDING: 

 
 The proposed development does not reduce the residential 

density for any parcel below that utilized by the Department of 
Housing and Community Development in determining 
compliance with housing element law. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a)  The parcel was not included in the 2019 adopted Housing 

Element Inventory. The site is developed with an existing single-
family residence. The project is consistent with the goals, 
policies, and standards of the Humboldt County Housing 
Element. 



 

DECISION 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County 
Planning Commission does hereby: 

 
• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 

 
• Approve the Coastal Development Permit subject to the conditions of 

approval attached hereto as Attachment 1A. 
 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on November 7, 2024. 

 

The motion was made by COMMISSIONER __________________and second by 
COMMISSIONER ______________ and the following vote: 
 
AYES:     COMMISSIONERS:  
NOES:     COMMISSIONERS:  
ABSENT:   COMMISSIONERS:  
ABSTAIN:   COMMISSIONERS: 
DECISION:   
  
I, John H. Ford, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do 
hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the 
above-entitled matter by said Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.      
 
   
  ____________________________   
  John H. Ford, Director 
  Planning and Building Department 


