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August 10, 2025

Mr. Mattson,

Please accept this packet as our family’s official proposal, requesting the Humboldt County
Board of Supervisors give full consideration to naming the new Honeydew bridge in memory of
our family patriarch and former District 1 Supervisor, George Hindley.

The submitted documents indicate a history of influence not only in the Mattole Valley, but also
in the Eel River Valley and Humboldt County as a whole. As an early settler to the Valley and
founder of our six-generation ranch, Supervisor George Hindley, was by historical
documentation, a hardworking, honest and dedicated family man and public servant.

In compiling our family proposal, we enjoyed the opportunity to learn even more about both
the history of George and the Hindley family in general. More specifically, his role as extensive
landowner, businessman and recognized leader for both the Mattole Valley and Humboldt
County.

This process has brought us closer together as a family and reinforced our connections to the
community. We are appreciative and humbled by the encouragement, enthusiasm and love
from our community, family and friends. All who have provided support and assistance for this
journey.

We also owe a heartfelt thank you to the museums, historical societies, agencies, and
individuals who researched, wrote letters and signed petitions recognizing George’s
contributions and advocating for the Hindley family proposal.

Additionally we are appreciative for the opportunity to share the story of George ﬂindley and
to the County of Humboldt for their consideration of naming the bridge at Honeydew in his
honor.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. Please reach out to us with any
questions or if there is a need for additional information.

Res lly, ’
P Yy /%

Laurence & Lisa Hindley

320 Schirman Way

Fortuna, CA 95540

Cell: 707-599-9088

Email: hindleyranch@gmail.com



George Hindley—Supervisor, rancher and farmer, substantial landowner, patriarch of large
and hospitable family, and now potential namesake of the new Honeydew Bridge.

“The death of George Hindley has cast a gloom over all Humboldt county. He was known to old and
young in every part of the county and was universally esteemed and respected. Of a sunny
disposition, he attracted and held friends, and a chat with him was a sure cure for the blues. A
testimony of his popularity is seen in the fact that he was elected Supervisor time after time as a
Democrat, though the district was strongly Republican.” So stated George Hindley’s obituary in the
Ferndale Enterprise of March 13, 1914, three days after his death at the age of 67.

A similar sentiment was revealed in J.M. Guinn’s History of the State of California: “George Hindley
is one of the [most] extensive and successful stockmen in Humboldt County. A man of ability,
intelligence, and excellent business talent, he is very influential in the management of public affairs,
and is now rendering good service to the community in which he resides as supervisor of District
No. 1. ... Mr. Hindley... is one of the most active and respected men of his community.”

George Hindley’s story begins, of course, with his parents: Henry Hindley, born 1822 in England and
orphaned at a young age, was married to Elizabeth “Betty” Lawton in England in January, 1846.
Betty was a bit older than Henry, born in 1816. In what was evidently a very busy year, the couple
emigrated to Ohio, then up to Port Stanley, Eigin, in what was then called Western Canada—now
Ontario. George Hindley was born October 13, 1846, as a Canadian of English parents. He seems to
have been given no middle name. Apparently, George stayed with his mother in the Port Stanley
area for several years while father Henry returned to the States, butchering and mining in the
Weaverville area of Trinity County from 1851 ‘til 1859. At almost the age of 8, Betty Hindley brought
children George, Rebecca (later Mrs. Harvey), and Elizabeth (later Mrs. McAlpine) to Trinity County;
1854 marked George’s immigration to the U.S. A few years later, the entire family moved to
Hydesville, where in 1859 Henry was engaged in the stock business (however, they do appear on
the Oregon Gulch, Trinity Co., census in 1860. My guess is that, being very enterprising people, they
kept ranch business going in several locations simultaneously).

In 1866, George Hindley married Margaret Jane Holman, who had been born July, 1852, in
Wisconsin, to Nicholas and Mary Ann Merritt Holman. The wedding was on Christmas day, in
Weaverville; the bride would have been only 14 years old. Margaret’s brothers, Richard Merritt
(Dick) and Joseph Holman, as well as her father, Nicholas, were often-seen names around the
Ferndale-to-Honeydew areas in local pioneer rancher history. Her mother and sister, also named
Mary Ann— Mrs. Harkey—also seemed to visit the family often, both in Mattole and later in
Ferndale. According to J.M. Guinn’s History of the State of California: Historical and Biographical
Record (probably a 1903 edition; p. 755), 1866 also marked the beginning of George’s own career;
at a mere 20 years old, he moved to the Upper Mattole area and began working cattle and sheep
on a ranch that eventually exceeded 2800 acres.



In 1867, son George Lawton Hindley was born; by 1870, though active in Upper Mattole, the family

is still listed on the Weaverville census: George Hindley, 24, a teamster; Margaret, 18; and young
George L., age 2.

All told, 13 live children were born to Mr. and Mrs. George Hindley, although four of them died
before adulthood. Anna, born 1872, married Walter Hackett; Margaretta “Cora” was a
schoolteacher at Bull Creek and Honeydew, among others places, and married Walter Reishus (their
one child died in infancy). Ernest is present in almost all of the family photos, and stayed with the
family ‘til old age; he was “feeble-minded” and illiterate, though he seemed to be an active ranch
worker. Verna (sometimes seen as Vera or Verena) married George C. Lindley and lived at Upper
Mattole, having at least four children. Enid married Mr. Waddington and moved to the same-
named area outside Ferndale. Rebecca (Tudy) married a Mr. Keating. The two youngest children,
Joseph and Henry, had long and publicly visible lives: Joseph, or “IND” for Joseph Nicholas
Delamatra, or “Doc” Hindley, was a dentist in Ferndale, well-known as a “father of the Fair” as well
as being the literal father of George A. Hindley, who lived ‘til over 100, passing away in 2020; Jean
(Mrs. Bud) Myers; C.J.; and Harlan Hindley. Henry Hindley married lone Holbrook; Henry and lone’s
names and photos show up occasionally in local history, and they left behind at least one photo
album full of fascinating glimpses of rural Mattole life around the 1920s. They had no children.

Speaking of revealing records of the past, in 1880, George Hindley, firmly planted in the area above
what’s now Honeydew as a rancher, orchardist, builder, helpful neighbor, and family man, kept a
diary. (It is unclear exactly when the Hindleys moved their primary home down to the flats around
what is now Honeydew proper, although an 1886 map shows the family name on the northwest
quarter of Sec. 6 there—on what we call the Old Hindley Ranch Road area—and in the southeast
quarter of Sec. 36, site of the present Hindley Ranch.) Although there are only about two to eight
lines per daily entry, he did keep the record faithfully, and the names, places, and activities
mentioned are an excellent illumination of Mattole pioneer struggles and rewards. A notable trend
in his family’s life was the neighborly cooperation; friends were always stopping by on business or
pleasure, spending the night or a week. George himself often went for long stays with neighbors,
building homes or barns, separating or gathering livestock, helping with fence-building projects,
etc.—and very often, going on hunting parties, almost always successfully bringing home the
venison.

A large box of photo albums from a bit later in the family’s history (mainly the 1890s through 1910s)
shows, often, not only the nine surviving biological children—three others died in infancy, and
Charles, in 1877 at the age of seven, from diphtheria—but close friends, probable “servants,” and
unofficially adopted youth. A Roderick Elwood shows up in many of the pictures, and is also
included as part of the household in the 1910 Ferndale census—he was supposedly an Irish orphan.
The pictures also show many parties, people dressed up in silly costumes, and a general sense of
good humor and love of fun. The impression left by the photographic and census records is of a very
generous, inclusive, and progressive family.



Highlights standing out in the historical record for George Hindley include being shot in the face by
Cyrus C. Fitzgerald, a neighbor up near Cathey’s Peak who appears regularly and uneventfully in
George’s 1880 journal; the shooting occurred in the summer of 1883, after some altercation
involving property with George’s father Henry, and led to a verdict against Fitzgerald and prison
time. Voters’ Registers from the 1890s describe George as light-complected, blue-eyed, grey-haired
and with a scar on his forehead and right cheek.

?

According to his obituary in the Ferndale Enterprise, George Hindley was elected County Supervisor,
District One (Mattole and Ferndale areas), in 1885, for one term; and again, in 1900, during which
incumbency he was re-elected repeatedly until his death in 1914. Thereby, he served as Supervisor
for over 17 years. He had moved the family to the Ferndale area in the first year or two of the
twentieth century, surrendering management of the Honeydew Ranch to son-in-law George C.
Lindley. Lindley himself later became a Cou nty Supervisor and road crew boss. His son, George’s
grandson Elwyn C. Lindley, was also a County Roads man. Perhaps George Hindley’s greatest
accomplishment as Supervisor was overseeing the construction of Fernbridge in 1911. His obituary
says, “Mr. Hindley worked hard for the construction of the big concrete bridge over Eel river, and
after it was built he was often referred to as ‘Father of the Bridge.’ That beautiful and substantial
structure will long stand as a monument to his memory.”

In late 1913, according to Jerry Rohde’s research as presented in Southwest Humboldt Hinterlands,
George had planned the extension of the Bull Creek Road from the boundary with the Second
Supervisorial District westward over to the junction of Honeydew Creek, the main Mattole, and the
Upper North Fork. He would have been well positioned, with his thousands of acres of ranchland
stocked with cattle, sheep, and hogs, and his 40-acre orchard of apple, prune, peach, and walnut
trees, to take advantage of the connection to the Northwestern Pacific Railroad station at South
Fork. However, he was not to see the plan quite to fruition, as he passed away, somewhat
unexpectedly (he had been feeling unwell for a couple of weeks), at the age of 67, on March 10,
1914. (Margaret Jane survived him until January, 1919.

Still, the road from Bull Creek, Dyerville, the mainstem Eel River, and the railroad line, did
accelerate development at that crossroads—a junction of not only rivers and now roads, but also
the Humboldt Meridian (a north-south line) and map townships Two South and Three South (east-
west)—so that we had a school named “Honey Dew” in 1915, the Honeydew Bridge in 1920, the
Honeydew Store built next to the bridge by Levi Thrapp in 1923, and a Honeydew Post Office in
1926. (The original county road from Petrolia had come to this area on the north side of the river,
so there was no urgent need for a bridge in 1913 when the Bull Creek road was being built,
especially since there was already a bridge about a mile downstream for access to and from Etter
land on that southwest side of the river.)

George Hindley was a sociable and civic-minded man, serving as a member of the building
committee for the County Courthouse; a Mason, belonging to Ferndale Lodge #178; an Odd
Fellow—Ferndale Lodge #220; and an Elk (BPOE) as well as a member of the Knights of Pythias.



However, his most notable contributions may have been specifically transportation projects
including a bridge which is, oddly, not named for him (Fernbridge). It is past time to name a bridge
for George Hindley, and the one surrounded by property he nurtured and developed, on a road he
championed, is highly appropriate.

Supervisor and Mrs. Hindley, poised to drive the first carriage across Fernbridge,
November 12, 1911. The horse and buggy are ceremonial; many automobiles rapidly took
advantage of this crucial link to Humboldt County at large.

Further info for the Hindley file:

Obit copied from Find-a-Grave:
Ferndale Enterprise (Ferndale, California) 13 March 1914, Friday - page 1.



LAST CALL ANSWERED BY GEORGE HINDLEY

Last Tuesday morning, shortly after one o'clock, at his home in Ferndale, George Hindley, one of
Humboldt's best known men, answered the call of the death angel after an illness of about two
weeks. He had been feeling considerably improved Monday and was thought to be on the road to
recovery. About midnight, however, he was taken suddenly worse, and an hour later passed away.
George Hindley was a native of Elgin county, Canada West, where he was born October 13, 1846. At
the time of his death he was aged 67 years, 4 months and 24 days.

In the year 1854 with his parents he came to California, the family settling in Weaverville, Trinity
county. Here George Hindley grew to young manhood and shortly after he was twenty-one years of
age he came to Humboldt county and settled in the Mattole valley. Here he made his home for
many years, engaged in ranching and stock raising, until with his family he came to Ferndale some
thirteen years ago to reside, shortly after his election as Supervisor of this district in 1900.

Mr. Hindley served this district as Supervisor one term from 1885 to 1888. He then retired to his
fine ranch at Upper Mattole unit again called by the people in 1900.

He had since been re-elected at each election and had filled the office for more than thirteen years
past. With his previous term he had been a member of the Board of Supervisors of this county more
than seventeen years.

On December 25, 1866, George Hindley was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Jane Holman at
Weaverville, Trinity county, and soon afterwards they came to Humboldt, which has since been
their home. To bless this union thirteen children were born, of whom nine survive their father, as
follows: George L[awton]. Hindley of Hydesville; Mrs. Walter Hackett [Annie] and Ernest Hindley of
Ferndale; Mrs. Walter Reishus [Cora] of Cottonwood, Minnesota; Mrs. George Lindley [Verna] of
Upper Mattole; Mrs. M. Waddington [Enid] of Waddington; Miss Rebecca, Joseph [later dentist Doc
J.N.D. Hindley}], and Henry Hindley, of Ferndale. Besides these there are left to mourn, the widow,
Mrs. Margaret Hindley, several grandchildren and other more distant relatives.

The death of George Hindley has cast a gloom over all Humboldt county. He was known to old and
young in every part of the county and was universally esteemed and respected. Of a sunny
disposition, he attracted and held friends, and a chat with him was a sure cure for the blues. A
testimony of his popularity is seen in the fact that he was elected Supervisor time after time as a
Democrat, though the district was strongly Republican.

As Supervisor, Mr. Hindley worked hard for the construction of the big concrete bridge over Eel
river, and after it was built he was often referred to as "Father of the Bridge." That beautiful and
substantial structure will long stand as a monument to his memory.

Faithful to his trust to the last, Mr. Hindley spent the last afternoon of his life examining the claims
from his district and getting them in readiness for presentation at the meeting of the Board on
Tuesday, though he might justly have excused himself from this duty, by reason of his iliness.
Fraternally Mr. Hindley was a member of the Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Elks and
several other orders. These societies will attend the funeral services in a body.

Arrangements for the funeral have not been completed, awaiting the arrival of a daughter, Mrs.
Walter Reishus [Cora], for the East. If that lady arrives tomorrow as has been expected, the funeral
will be held Sunday. Should Mrs. Reishus not be able to make connections with the steamer leaving
San Francisco today she will not be able to reach Ferndale before Monday, in which event the



funeral will probably be held Tuesday. The services will be from the family residence, Rev. A. W. Bell
officiating, and the Masons will have charge of the services at the grave.

Inscription on stone

George Hindley

1846 - 1914

Native of Canada

Supervisor of Humboldt Co. 14 Years

LYV NN

Note that date in the Guinn History of the State of California, of age of Margaret Holman Hindley’s
father Nicholas Holman, is wrong. He would be 77 (born in 1826), not 87. | am not positive of the date of
the History, but the various editions are all from about 1902-1906; and in this one Cora had not yet
married (she did so in 1908). | will assume this is a 1903 publication, and the writers were simply off by a
digit or a decade. The Hindley entry in that Guinn volume was found as one of the “memories” on the
FamilySearch.org page of records, and did not cite precise information about the book.

I cannot now ascertain when the Hindley family moved down the hill from the Windy Nip/ Cathey’s Peak
area to what we call the Old Hindley Ranch, across the river from the Honeydew Store. The NW ¥% of
Section 6 (T3S, R1E), containing the big flat around Old Hindley Ranch and Applegate Rds., was patented
by Elias Hunter in 1876. George Hindley’s original land patents are in the T2S area (Sections 28, 29, 30,
32, and 33) up above, and are recorded from 1882 ‘til 1900. Children and siblings (e.g., Joseph Holman,
Margaret Hindley’s brother, and George L. Hindley, the pair’s eldest child) of Mr. & Mrs. George Hindley
did patent some land in that area of Honeydew proper. The online General Land Office records only
show original patents from the government, not later purchases or exchanges. | imagine you, Lisa and
Laurence, probably have the title records showing when the big ranch areas near the river were
acquired. Also, the burial dates on the headstones at the cemetery at Jim and Roxy’s would probably
indicate the family’s residence there. And the 1886 Forbes map and 1898 Lentell map, and onward,
show G. Hindley as owner of the NW % of Sec. 6 and the SE % of Sec. 36.



Hindley Ranch

Honeydew, CA
Est 1872
Celebrating 150 years in the Mattole Valley

In 1872 our family patriarch George Hindley left the gold rush in the little Trinity County town of
Weaverville and embarked on a journey that would forever change the lives of generations ahead
of him. He had heard of land in the beautiful Mattole Valley of Humboldt County where the rain
was plentiful and the land was rich. He, with his family of 12, homesteaded our family ranch
where he raised sheep and grew apples with the perseverance that only a rancher could know.

Thru the generations since our family has also persevered and worked the land and changed our
business dynamics as our world has changed. We currently organically grow hay and farm wheat
and rye and are proud to be able to partner to sell our grains to Alchemy Distillery who is only 80
miles from our family ranch.

Our patriarch George Hindley went on to be the County Supervisor for two terms and for
generations since our family has gone on to serve our country in the military as well as support our
community by being mayor, bankers, business owner, dentist, contractors, law enforcement
officers, beautician, educators, county fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!) and the list
goes on....every family has a history and ours is pretty darn awesome!

This year the California State Fair & Expo - CA Agricultural Heritage Club awarded our family our
150" year milestone award. This milestone is a “prestigious group to families and businesses who
are descendants of pioneer ranches, farms and agribusinesses of early California.”

Our family shares this distinction with only 2 other California families and can proudly say we are
the only family ranch north of Sacramento that was awarded this milestone.

We are extremely grateful and humbled by this milestone as well as the support from the
Humboldt County community.

Thank you and cheers to another 150 years!



Hindley Ranch

Farming sRanchingin the
Mattole Valley since 1872

2022 Recipient of
150th <ou.. _s._munc_.m uim..a_ fromthe
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CA Agricultural Heritage Club
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Steamboat Acres est. 1848 Sacramento County
Dudley Ranch : est. 1871 Tulare County
Hindley Ranch est. 1872 Humboldt County

THE ﬂOPFOS&ZO WILL BE RECOGNIZED IN 2022 FOR REACHING
- OR MORE OF CONTINUOUS OPERATION:

Steamboat Acres est. 1848 Sacramento County
Hindley Ranch est. 1872 Humboldt County
Nichelini Family Winery est. 1890 Napa County
Farley-Erickson Ranch est. 1897 Marin County
Kerr-Koontz Farms est. 1897 Yolo County
Meissonnier Ranch est. 1897 Merced County

THE _nO_.FOS\_ZO WILL BE RECOGNIZED IN 2022 FOR REACHING
-~ OR MORE OF CONTINUOUS OPERATION:

Steamboat Acres | est. 1848 Sacramento County
Nichelin. “amily Winery est. 18 ) Napa County















e

e

Resubaaies®




THE FERNDALF MUSEUM

Shaw & 3rd Street = P.O. Box 431
Ferndale, California 95536
(707) 786-4466

March 24, 2025

County of Humboldt
Thomas K. Matson

Public Works Director

Attn: Thomas Matson

After reviewing the historical documents and looking at our documents we can confirm
that Supervisor George Hindley Sr. was an outstanding member of the community

He was instrumental in the building of Fernbridge as well as the Humboldt County Court
House. Fernbridge is now a historical landmark and the main access to Ferndale.

Even though never completed, Supervisor Hindley worked tirelessly before his death to
extend Bull Creek Rd. from the boundary with Second District Supervisor westward to the
junction of Honeydew Creek, and the main Mattole. His hard work in the beginning led to
eventually connecting.

He was a rancher, supervisor and astute businessman. He was a man of ability,
intelligence and very influential in the management of public affairs providing good service
to the community.

We strongly suggest the dedication of the new Honeydew bridge to Supervisor George
Hindley Sr.

Respectfully submitted,

The Ferndale Museum Board ofl/de;’Eées
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Tie Fortuna Depor Muscum

Fortuna Depot Museum/3 Park Street/Fortuna, CA 95540

March 13, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Mr. Mattson,

I hope this finds you well. I’'m writing in support of a request for the soon-to-be-constructed new
Honeydew bridge to be named in honor of former Humboldt County Supervisor George Hindley
(1847—1914).

When I was researching George Hindley in preparation for writing this letter, I was struck by
Hindley’s career-long dedication to improving Humboldt County’s transportation infrastructure.
The Humboldt Times articles on Board of Supervisors’ meetings in 1887-88 include frequent
updates such as “It is ordered that Supervisor Hindley be appointed a Commissioner to prepare
plans and specifications for construction” of “a new bridge across Oil Creek” (7/10/1888) and
“Supervisor Hindley is authorized to spend $200 to improve the crossing of old Eel River on the
Dungan Ferry road” (8/15/1888). During his service as District 1 Supervisor from 1900—1914,
he played a crucial role as one of the driving forces behind the construction of Fernbridge. After
his death on March 10, 1914, the Humboldt Times wrote,
Two weeks ago Mr. Hindley attended an adjourned meeting of the board of supervisors
... At that time a delegation of citizens attended the meeting and made a plea in behalf of
the purchase of highway bonds. Mr. Hindley cast his vote in favor of buying $150,000
worth of the bonds. This, one of his last acts as a public official, reflected the service he
had given not only the people of his own district, but of the entire county ...



Given George Hindley’s devoted work constructing and improving Humboldt County’s bridges
and roads, it seems to make perfect sense that a new bridge at Honeydew—the region in which
the Hindley family ranch is located—would be named after Supervisor George Hindley.

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of help in providing further historical information on
Supervisor Hindley. You can reach me at the Fortuna Depot Museum at 707-725-7645 or
fortunamuseum(@ci.fortuna.ca.us. ‘

Allihe bes M W

Dr. Alex Service
Curator
Fortuna Depot Museum



Tiie Fortuna ‘Depor Muscum

Fortuna Depot Museum/ 3 Park Street/Fortuna, CA 95540

March 12, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Mr. Mattson,

As members of the Fortuna Historical Commission, we are writing to express support for the campaign to
have the soon-to-be-constructed new Honeydew Bridge named in honor of George Hindley (1847—
1914), former Humboldt County District 1 Supervisor.

Naming the new Honeydew bridge after George Hindley would be thoroughly appropriate. Hindley was a
highly-respected rancher in the Honeydew area, and served as supervisor for one term in the 1880s and
again from 1900—1914. During his terms as supervisor, as well as when he was not in office, he was
deeply and actively involved in the development, construction and improvement of Humboldt County’s
bridges and roads. His most famous achievement in Humboldt County’s history is his work overseeing the
construction of Fernbridge, completed in 1911.

At the final Humboldt County Supervisors’ meeting George Hindley attended, he voted for the county to
purchase $150,000 worth of highway bonds. After Hindley’s March 10, 1914 death, his fellow supervisors
approved the highway bonds purchase, before adjourning the meeting in his honor.

In recognition of George Hindley’s contributions to Humboldt County’s infrastructure, and his services to
this county and its people, we whole-heartedly support the request to name the new Honeydew bridge in
his honor.

Sincerely yours,
Receto (Ohet




Marleen Hall

President Redwood Genealogical Society
PO Box 632, Ferndale CA. 95536
rgsfortuna@gmail.com

707-407-6359

:April 15, 2025

Thomas K Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka CA 95501
Dear Mr Mattson

I am writing to express my strong support for naming the proposed bridge in Mateole after George L
Hindley, a distinguished local pioneer whose contributions have profoundly shaped our community’s
history and identity.

George L Hindley was a trailblazer whose legacy embodies the spirit of Humboldt county. George
served as supervisor for many years. Hindley’s dedication to transportation in our county left an
indelible mark. Naming the bridge after Hindley would honor his pivotal role in our region’s
development and serve as a lasting tribute to their vision and perseverance.

This bridge in Honeydew, represents progress and unity—values that Hindley exemplified.

I understand that naming decisions carry significant weight, where names are chosen to reflect deep
historical and cultural meaning. Hindley’s contributions align with this principle, making their name a
fitting choice that resonates with our shared heritage.

Our society agrees that to name this bridge after George Hindley would be an honor to a pioneer that is
well deserved.

Thank you for your time and commitment to preserving our community’s history through this
meaningful decision. I am happy to provide additional information or participate in public discussions
to support this proposal. !

Sincerely,

Marleen D Genzoli-Hall

President Redwood Genealogical



July 28, 2025
544 Green Fir Rd.
Petrolia, CA 95558

Thomas K. Mattson

Director of Public Works, County of Humboldt
1106 Second St.

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Naming of new Honeydew Bridge
To Whom It May Concern:

The century-old Honeydew Bridge across the Mattole River, a vital link between the Mattole Valley, the Lost
Coast and King Range, and the main transportation and communications corridors of the South Fork Eel River
and Highway 101, is being replaced. While the much-loved old bridge always went by merely “the Honeydew
Bridge,” the new bridge’s dedication offers us the opportunity to honor a stellar character who was instrumental
in the development of the road from the east (Bull Creek Rd.), the building of Fernbridge—the northern link for
the Mattole Valley to the outside world—and the prosperity of the Southern Humboldt/Mattole areas in general.

George Hindley, 1846-1914, was a County Supervisor for our District for seventeen years and a large landowner
and rancher in and above Honeydew for most of his life. He was the prototype of the hard-working, civic-minded
pioneer—a family man, good neighbor, and public servant. He made a name for himself and for his large family
and many descendants. However, as far as | know, that name does not appear on any public monument. If
anything, Fernbridge should have been named for the man who worked so hard to see that project to fruition;
but Hindley’s dedication to his home turf of Honeydew and his work in pushing through the Bull Creek Rd., which
crosses the new bridge to end at the Honeydew crossroads, makes his name on this bridge equally appropriate.

The list of George Hindley’s accomplishments and contributions is long and impressive. The Mattole Valley
Historical Society, of which | am a part, has many records attesting to this, and | am sure there is no need to
repeat specifics here. In this letter, | am speaking for myself, to assure you that in my many years of reading the
history of the Mattole Valley, | have encountered nobody more deserving of his name on such an essential and
visible structure in Honeydew as George Hindley—on the beautiful new “George Hindley Memorial Bridge.”

Thank you for your consideration of this earnest bid for recognition of one of the Mattole Valley’s foremost
champions.

Sincerely,

i 1, L
(4 eera 277 4.—‘-44’"‘*:‘
Laura Cooskey

707-629-3562

~ Lawn ) /OM‘ /;25



HONEYDEW VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

PosT OFFICE Box 74
HONEYDEW, CA 95545-0074

F.E.LLN 77-0151702
6 April 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

To Whom It May Concern:

Honeydew Volunteer Fire Company is in support of naming the new 2-lane bridge at Honeydew,
which is being installed this summer, in memory of George L. Hindley, one of the longest
serving County Supervisors for District One.

It will be sad to see the current one-lane bridge removed, but the new bridge will provide a safer
2 lanes of traffic. George Hindley would be proud that his name will grace a structure that he
had foreseen necessary while he served as Supervisor.

Please consider this a letter of appropriate support for naming the new bridge after George
L.
Hindley.

Best regards,

AL ;,]

‘_f;7 ) PR A

Peter Marshall, Chief
Honeydew Volunteer Fire Company



June 9, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, Ca 95501

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is in support of naming, upon its completion, the new
bridge at Honeydew after former Humboldt County Supervisor
for District 1, George Hindley.

Mr. Hindley was one of the earlier settlers to the Mattole Valley,
moving to the area in 1857. Upon his arrival he established a
large livestock and fruit orchard ranch in Honeydew. In fact his
property was adjacent to the Mattole River at the very spot
where the bridge at Honeydew is located.

In addition, he was elected and served as a County Supervisor
for four terms. During his time in office, he was credited by
many for guiding the process in determining the location for
building Fernbridge.

In recognition of his contributions to not only the Mattole
Valley, but the County at large, I give my full support to the
naming of this bridge after George Hindley.

Respectfully,
W /b

Mayor Randall Cady
City of Ferndale



www.agland.net.

PO Box 505 Ferndale, CA 95536
707-786-4044

March 24% 2025

Thomas Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 2" Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

It has come to our attention that the Hindley family is seeking community support in naming the
upcoming bridge in Honeydew after former Supervisor George L. Hindley. We are writing to you to express our
support in this endeavor. The Hindley family has deep roots in the County and it is admirable that they wish to
keep their family legacy in memory.

An integral part of his legacy are early 20" century transportation projects in the County, including
Fernbridge. Hindley was an early pioneer to our community and was referred to as “one of the most active and
respected men of his community”. We strongly support the family’s efforts to permanently display the memory of
their great-grandfather in the form of something as simple as the name of a bridge and the symbolism of his life’s
work being transportation projects is not lost on us.

Thank you for your time in reading this,

R

Sarah McCann & the Agland Engineering Team



The Hackett Family
PO Box 505
Ferndale, CA 95536

March 26%, 2025
Thomas Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 2" Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Dear Thomas,

Our family would like to extend our support in naming the new bridge in Honeydew after George L.
Hindley. We believe in the sentiment of naming landmarks after pioneers and prominent figures, and
Hindley was both of those things. Seeing your own family name on a bridge invokes a sense of
accomplishment and the motivation to continue the momentum set by our grandparents or great-great
grandparents.

It is with great pleasure that we endorse our support of this effort.

Thank you,
The Hackett Family

S

Lt lo"
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25 July 2025

Board of Supervisors
County of Humboldt
825 5th St.

Eureka, Ca 95501

To the Board of Supervisors,

As a great-great grandson of George Hindley, it is an honor to write this letter in support of
naming, upon its completion, the new bridge at Honeydew as the George Hindley Bridge.

To better understand his role as a leader in Humboldt County and as a resident of the Mattole
Valley, | refer to the actions and words of his peers during that era.

1. George was elected/re-elected Humboldt County District 1 Supervisor, in 1884, 1900,
1904, 1908 and 1912.

2. The 1904 Historical and Biographical Record of Coast Counties California stated:
“Occupying a position of prominence among the foremost citizens of Pacific township,
George Hindley is one of the extensive and successful stockmen in Humboldt County. A
man of ability, intelligence and excellent business talent, he is very influential in the
management of public affairs, and is now rendering good service to the community in
which he resides as supervisor of District No. 1.”

3. The Record of Coast Counties California acknowledged the substantial Hindley Ranch of
2,800 acres, producing high quality grades of cattle and sheep and providing numerous
opportunities for employment. (Please note the Hindley Ranch is located adjacent to the
Mattole River at the very spot where the bridge at Honeydew is being replaced)

4. His passionate and dedicated service as Supervisor was briefly described in the
Femdale Enterprise regarding County approval for the building of Fernbridge: “Eel River
Valley supervisor George Hindley ‘talked himself hoarse’ trying to persuade the
remaining members of the Board to take action...,".

5. Upon his death in 1914 the Ferndale Enterprise reported: “Mr Hindley worked hard for
the construction of the big concrete bridge over the Eel River, and after it was built was
often referred to as ‘Father of the Bridge’...".

6. Ferndale Enterprise 1914: “The death of George Hindley has cast a gloom over all
Humboldt County. He was known to old and young in every part of the county and was
universally esteemed and respected. Of a sunny disposition, he attracted and held
friends, and a chat with him was a sure cure for the blues.”

The legacy of George Hindley, as documented, is deserving of consideration and approval by
the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors as the name for the new bridge crossing the Mattole
River at Honeydew.

Respectiully, %
Jack Lakin
Honeydew, Ca.



April 23,2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and
the County of Humboldt, to officially dedicate and name the
soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley
and the founder of the Hindley Ranch, currently still in
operation through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold
rush “fever” of Trinity County and the small town of
Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change forever
the future lives of generations in Humboldt County, both its
residents and our family. He had heard many stories of the land,
in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was plentiful and
the land was rich. With his family of 12, he homesteaded the
ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here, with the perseverance
that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and
offered the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a
variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the ranch developed 40 acres
of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-
respected and hardworking family man.

Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community
and a committed public servant to the residents of Humboldt
County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for
multiple terms; serving from 1885 to 1888, and again from 1901
until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very



passionate and dedicated leadership as instrumental in the
building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from
both sides of the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the
“Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the
Humboldt County Courthouse Building Committee, the
Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge
#220, the BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of
Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also
persevered, worked the land and adapted our business dynamics
as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest
organically grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly
able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt County distillery.

Following George’s lead, future generations of family have gone
on to serve our country in the military; as well as supporting our
local Community as County Supervisors, mayor, farmers,
ranchers, bankers, business owners, dentist, contractors, law
enforcement officers, firefighters, beauticians, educators,
Humboldt County Fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!)
and the list goes on....every family has a history and thanks to
George’s legacy ours is pretty darn awesome!

We are very appreciative for both your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

M s
Wendy Row
285 Moonstone Cross Road

Trinidad, CA 95570



April 10, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and the County of Humboldt, to
officially dedicate and name the soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley and the founder of the Hindley
Ranch, currently still in operation through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold rush “fever” of Trinity County and
the small town of Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change forever the future
lives of generations in Humboldt County, both its residents and our family. He had heard many
stories of the land, in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was plentiful and the land
was rich. With his family of 12, he homesteaded the ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here,
with the perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and offered
the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the
ranch developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-respected and hardworking family man.
Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community and a committed public servant
to the residents of Humboldt County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for multiple terms; serving from 1885
to 1888, and again from 1901 until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very passionate and dedicated leadership as
instrumental in the building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from both sides of
the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the “Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the Humboldt County Courthouse
Building Committee, the Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge #220, the
BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also persevered, worked the land and adapted
our business dynamics as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest organically

grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt
County distillery.



Following George’s lead, future generations of family have gone on to serve our country in the
military; as well as supporting our local Community as County Supervisors, mayor, farmers,
ranchers, bankers, business owners, dentist, contractors, law enforcement officers, firefighters,
beauticians, educators, Humboldt County Fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!) and the
list goes on....every family has a history and thanks to George’s legacy ours is pretty darn
awesome!

We are very appreciative for both your time and consideration.

Cheers,

Laurence Hindley
320 Schirman Way
Forturna, CA 95540
707-725-9266



April 10, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and the County of Humboldt, to
officially dedicate and name the soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley and the founder of the Hindley
Ranch, currently still in opération through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold rush “fever” of Trinity County and
the small town of Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change forever the future
lives of generations in Humboldt County, both its residents and our family. He had heard many
stories of the land, in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was plentiful and the land
was rich. With his family of 12, he homesteaded the ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here,
with the perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and offered
the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the
ranch developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-respected and hardworking family man.
Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community and a committed public servant
to the residents of Humboldt County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for multiple terms; serving from 1885
to 1888, and again from 1901 until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very passionate and dedicated leadership as
instrumental in the building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from both sides of
the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the “Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the Humboldt County Courthouse
Building Committee, the Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge #220, the
BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also persevered, worked the land and adapted
our business dynamics as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest organically
grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt
County distillery.



Following George’s lead, future generations of family have gone on to serve our country in the
military; as well as supporting our local Community as County Supervisors, mayor, farmers,
ranchers, bankers, business owners, dentist, contractors, law enforcement officers, firefighters,
beauticians, educators, Humboldt County Fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!) and the
list goes on....every family has a history and thanks to George’s legacy ours is pretty darn
awesome!

We are very appreciative for both your time and consideration.

Cheers,

el

Lisa Hindley
320 Schirman Way
Forturna, CA 95540
707-599-9088




April 11, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and
the County of Humboldt, to officially dedicate and name the
soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley
and the founder of the Hindley Ranch, currently still in
operation through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold
rush “fever” of Trinity County and the small town of
Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change
foreverthe future lives of generations in Humboldt County, both
its residents and our family. He had heard many stories of the
land, in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was
plentiful and the land was rich. With his family of 12, he
homesteaded the ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here, with the
perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his
family and offered the opportunity for work to many. Along
with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the ranch



developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches
and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-
respected and hardworking family man.
Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community

and a committed public servant to the residents of Humboldt
County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for
multiple terms; serving from 1885 to 1888, and again from 1901
until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very
passionate and dedicated leadership as instrumental in the
building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from
both sides of the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the
“Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the
Humboldt County Courthouse Building Committee, the
Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge
#220, the BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of
Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also
persevered, worked the land and adapted our business dynamics
as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest
organically grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly
able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt County distillery.



Following George’s lead, future generations of family have gone
on to serve our country in the military; as well as supporting our
local Community as County Supervisors, mayor, farmers,
ranchers, bankers, business owners, dentist, contractors, law
enforcement officers, firefighters, beauticians, educators,
Humboldt County Fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!)
and the list goes on....every family has a history and thanks to
George’s legacy ours is pretty darn awesome!

We are very appreciative for both your time and consideration.

Cheers,

Wil i,

Scott, Jamie, Olivia, Michael, & Zach Hindley
78 Viscount Lane
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403



June 30, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and the County of Humboldt, to
officially dedicate and name the soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley and the founder of the Hindley
Ranch, currently still in operation through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold rush “fever” of Trinity County and
the small town of Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change forever the future
lives of generations in Humboldt County, both its residents and our family. He had heard many
stories of the land, in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was plentiful and the land
was rich. With his family of 12, he homesteaded the ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here,
with the perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and offered
the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the
ranch developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-respected and hardworking family man.
Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community and a committed public servant
to the residents of Humboldt County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for multiple terms; serving from 1885
to 1888, and again from 1901 until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very passionate and dedicated leadership as
instrumental in the building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from both sides of
the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the “Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the Humboldt County Courthouse
Building Committee, the Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge #220, the
BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also persevered, worked the land and adapted
our business dynamics as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest organically
grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt
County distillery.



Following George’s lead, future generations of family have gone on to serve our country in the
military; as well as supporting our local Community as County Supervisors, mayor, farmers,
ranchers, bankers, business owners, dentist, contractors, law enforcement officers, firefighters,
beauticians, educators, Humboldt County Fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!) and the

list goes on....every family has a history and thanks to George’s legacy ours is pretty darn
awesome!

We are very appreciative for both your time and consideration.

David Krautkraemer
2640 Forest Court
Redding, CA 96002




June 30, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and the County of Humboldt, to
officially dedicate and name the soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley and the founder of the Hindley
Ranch, currently still in operation through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold rush “fever” of Trinity County and
the small town of Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change forever the future
lives of generations in Humboldt County, both its residents and our family. He had heard many
stories of the land, in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was plentiful and the land
was rich. With his family of 12, he homesteaded the ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here,
with the perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and offered
the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the
ranch developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-respected and hardworking family man.
Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community and a committed public servant
to the residents of Humboldt County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for multiple terms; serving from 1885
to 1888, and again from 1901 until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very passionate and dedicated leadership as
instrumental in the building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from both sides of
the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the “Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the Humboldt County Courthouse
Building Committee, the Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge #220, the
BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also persevered, worked the land and adapted
our business dynamics as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest organically
grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt
County distillery.



Following George’s lead, future generations of family have gone on to serve our country in the
military; as well as supporting our local Community as County Supervisors, mayor, farmers,

ranchers, bankers, business owners, dentist, contractors, law enforcement officers, firefighters
beauticians, educators, Humboldt County Fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!) and the

list goes on....every family has a history and thanks to George’s legacy ours is pretty darn
awesome!

?

We are very appreciative for both your time and consideration.

Cheers,

Pamela Hindley Krautkraemer
2640 Forest Court
Redding, CA 96002




Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

July 23, 2025

Dear Mr. Mattson,

I am writing in regards to the historic Honeydew Bridge replacement project currently being undertaken in
the upper Mattole Valley. At some point the new bridge will be assigned a name. I'm aware that there is a
process to name a bridge, highway or other public structure that might named in honor of persons whom
resided within the county that have considerable contribution towards the history of the area, the public

good and/or service of it, or possibly as a memorial to certain persons who also resided in our county that
lost their lives in the course of their duties.

I would like to ask the County to consider naming the bridge after a late relative of mine, George Hindley
(b.1846-d.1914) a person whom contributed greatly to the early development of transportation, trade and
also a former Humboldt County supervisor. Mr. Hindley was a long term resident of the Mattole Valley,
having established a large ranch in the late 1800s that with others, raised and supplied goods, produce
and livestock to and from the valley, and to points far beyond Humboldt. His former ranch continues to
this day and is one of the oldest still-operating ranches on the north coast, having attained semi-
centennial (150 years) status by the State of California in 2022. Mr. Hindley had many achievements
throughout the county as a businessperson and a public servant. Some of the more notable
accomplishments were development of overland trade and transportation routes from the Mattole Valley
to the Eel River valley and eventually the newly opened Northwest Pacific railroad. He was instrumental in
the construction and opening of historic Fern Bridge while serving as county supervisor, a title he held for
14 years. He was a long standing member of various Eel River valley civic groups such as the Masons,
Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows and the Elks. Mr. Hindley was quite influential in early agriculture of
southern Humboldt and the Mattole Valley.

Please consider honoring Mr. Hindley's county-wide achievements and timeless public service to the
public good by naming the new bridge in his honor.

Cordially,

s

Corbett Petersen

5300 Pinecrest Ct.

Eureka, CA 95503

tel. (707) 854-9138

e-mail: howfastwereyougoing@gmail.com



April 15, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and the County of Humboldt, to
officially dedicate and name the soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley and the founder of the Hindley
Ranch, currently still in operation through six-generations.

In 1857, our Great Grandfather George left the gold rush “fever” town of Weaverville, and
embarked on a journey that would change forever the future lives of generations of our family.
With his family of 12, he homesteaded the ranch in Honeydew of over 2,000 acres. It was here,
with the perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and offered
the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the
ranch developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Over time, our Great Grandfather George became more involved with his community and
serving the residents of Humboldt County. He went on to be elected County Supervisor from
1885 to 1888, and again from 1901 until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very passionate and dedicated leadership as
instrumental in the building of Fernbridge, connecting the communities from both sides of the
Eel River. He was referred to by many as the “Father of the Bridge”.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also persevered, working the land and adapting
to the world around us. We still farm in the Mattole Valley, harvesting organically grown hay,
and grow wheat and rye for local businesses. We have gone on to serve in the military, serve as
county supervisors, mayor, farmers, ranchers, nurses, bankers, business owners, dentist,
contractors, law enforcement officers, firefighters, beauticians, educators, and Humboldt
County Fair Managers (yes, we have had 2 of them!). Our Great Grandfather’s legacy of service
and dedication for the residents of Humboldt County is still very much alive in his descendents.

Naming the new Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor George L. Hindley would be a great honor to
his legacy and our family as we continue to contribute to our communities in Humboldt County.

Best Regards,

Lisa Jo Hindley
1404 NE 152 Ave
Vancouver, WA 98684



April 1, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and the County of Humboldt, to
officially dedicate and name the soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley and the founder of the Hindley
Ranch, currently still in operation through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold rush “fever” of Trinity County and
the small town of Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change forever the future
lives of generations in Humboldt County, both its residents and our family. He had heard many
stories of the land, in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was plentiful and the land
was rich. With his family of 12, he homesteaded the ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here,
with the perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and offered
the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the
ranch developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-respected and hardworking family man.
Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community and a committed public servant
to the residents of Humboldt County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for multiple terms; serving from 1885
to 1888, and again from 1901 until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very passionate and dedicated leadership as
instrumental in the building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from both sides of
the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the “Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the Humboldt County Courthouse
Building Committee, the Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge #220, the
BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also persevered, worked the land and adapted
our business dynamics as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest organically

grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt
County distillery.



April 1, 2025

Thomas K. Mattson
Public Works Director
County of Humboldt
1106 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Mr. Mattson,

Our family is seeking support, from the local Community and the County of Humboldt, to
officially dedicate and name the soon to be constructed Honeydew Bridge after Supervisor
George L. Hindley. He was an early settler to the Mattole Valley and the founder of the Hindley
Ranch, currently still in operation through six-generations.

In 1857, as our family patriarch, George set out from the gold rush “fever” of Trinity County and
the small town of Weaverville. Embarking on a journey that would change forever the future
lives of generations in Humboldt County, both its residents and our family. He had heard many
stories of the land, in the beautiful Mattole Valley, where the rain was plentiful and the land
was rich. With his family of 12, he homesteaded the ranch of over 2,000 acres. It was here,-
with the perseverance that only a rancher could know, he provided for his family and offered
the opportunity for work to many. Along with raising a variety of cattle, sheep, and hogs, the
ranch developed 40 acres of orchards bearing apples, prunes, peaches and walnuts.

Great Grandfather George established himself as a well-respected and hardworking family man.
Additionally, he was extensively involved with his Community and a committed public servant
to the residents of Humboldt County.

George Hindley went on to be elected County Supervisor for multiple terms; serving from 1885
to 1888, and again from 1901 until his death in 1914. As a supervisor, he was held in high
esteem throughout the County. Many credited his very passionate and dedicated leadership as
instrumental in the building of Fernbridge and connecting the communities from both sides of
the Eel River. He was referred to by many as the “Father of the Bridge”.

Records indicate that George also served as a member of the Humboldt County Courthouse
Building Committee, the Ferndale Masonic Lodge #178, Ferndale Odd Fellow Lodge #220, the
BPOE of Elks, as well as a member of the Knights of Pythias.

Through the generations, the Hindley family has also persevered, worked the land and adapted
our business dynamics as the world around us has changed. We currently harvest organically
grown hay; farming both wheat and rye. Proudly able to partner and sell to a local Humboldt
County distillery.



Following George’s lead, future generations of family have gone on to serve our country in the
military; as well as supporting our local Community as County Supervisors, mayor, farmers,
ranchers, bankers, business owners, dentist, contractors, law enforcement officers, firefighters
beauticians, educators, Humboldt County Fair Managers (yes we have had 2 of them!) and the
list goes on....every family has a history and thanks to George’s legacy ours is pretty darn
awesome!

?

We are very appreciative for both your time and consideration.

Cheers,

Kimberly Hindley
PO Box 221
Ferndale, CA 95536



We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George . Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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w7

' g€ Crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George - Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that

effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George L. Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George L. Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George L. Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George L. Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George L. Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George L. Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt

to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George L. Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George L. Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at

' Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George = Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George  Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George * Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George *~ Hindley made to the Mattole Valiey, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George = Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.

Name (Please print) Address Signature
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.

Name (Please print) Address Signature
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.

Name (Please print) Address Signature
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George . Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.

Name (Please print) Address Signature v
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We the undersigned)residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George | Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George =~ Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.

Name (Please print) Address Signature
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.

Name (Please print) Address Signature
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.

Name (Please print) Address Signature
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great

contributions that Supervisor George Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and-the County of Humboldt.
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We the undersigned residents and friends of the Mattole Valley urge the County of Humboldt
to officially name the Honeydew bridge crossing the Mattole River on the Mattole Road at
Honeydew the Supervisor George Hindley Memorial Bridge and to place signs thereto that
effect. We ask this to commemorate, for present and future generations, the great
contributions that Supervisor George . Hindley made to the Mattole Valley, the Eel River Valley
and the County of Humboldt.
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