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COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

AGENDA ITEM NO.

T-l

Date: October 13,2016

For the meeting of: October 25,2016

To:

From:

Subject:

Board of Supervisors

Clerk of the Board, Kathy Hayes

Appeal of the Code Enforcement Officer's Determination to the Notice and Order to Abate
Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation, served October 6, 2016, Property Owner: Ronald and
Debra Meyers: APN #522-311-060.

REC0MMENDAT10N(S1: That the Board of Supervisors:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Open the administrative hearing and receive the staff report and public testimony;
Close the administrative hearing, and based on the findings in the Code Enforcement Officers
Notice and Order, pursuant to 314-55.2.7.2.2 (Total plant canopy exceeding two hundred (200)
square feet on a parcel between one (1) acre and five (5) acres in size, deny the appeal;
Direct the Clerk of the Board to issue a written decision in the form of a resolution (Attachment E),
including the findings relating to the existence or nonexistence of the nuisance, as well as findings
concerning the property and means of abatement of the nuisance conditions set forth in the Notice
and Order; and

Direct the Clerk of the Board to give notice of the decision to the appellant, appellant's agent, Code
Enforcement Officer, and any other interested party.

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

DISCUSSION: Per Ordinance # 2523 (Attachment A), section 55.2.8.4.1, any person upon whom a Notice
and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation (Attachment C) has been served may appeal the
determination of the Enforcing Officer that the conditions set forth in the Notice and Order constitutes a
public nuisance to the Board of Supervisors, or may show cause before the Bo^d of Supervisors why those
conditions should not be abated.
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Other
PREVIOUS ACTION/REFERRAL:

Board Order No.

Meeting of:

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
Upon motion of Supervisor p^i^^^^econded by Supervisoi^^^^^^^

^^ndberg, Venneli. Lo^eiace,
Abstain

Absent

and carried by those members present, the Board hereby approves the
recommended action contained in this Board report.

/'■■..-I, I

Dated

By
Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board



On Tuesday, October 13, 2016, the Clerk of the Board's office received written notification
(Attachment B) requesting an appeal of the Enforcing Officer's determination to the Notice and Order to
Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation; Property Owner, Ronald and Debra Meyers; APN #522-311-060,
to the Board of Supervisors.

Section 55.2.8.4.2. of Ordinance # 2523 allows upon timely receipt of a written request for a hearing, the
date of which is set by the Clerk of the Board for a date not less than seven (7) days or more than thirty (30)
days from the date the request was filed. Notice to the Appellant was sent on October 13,2016.
(Attachment D)

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/A

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: N/A

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Board discretion.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A - Ordinance # 2523 Related to Outdoor Cultivation of Medical Marijuana
Attachment B - Notice Requesting Appeal Hearing
Attachment C - Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation in the Inland Zone
Attachment D - Notification Letter to Appellant, Interested Parties and Code Enforcement Officer
Attachment E - Resolution
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Certified copy of portion of proceedings. Meeting of October 28,2014

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT AMENDING TITLE III, DIVISION 1,
CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3I3-S5.1 & CHAPTER 4, SECTION 314-55.1 OF THE HUMBOLDT
COUNTY ZONING CODE AND ADDING SECTIONS 313-55.2 AND 314-55.2 RELATING TO

THE OUTDOOR CULTIVATION OF MEDICAL MARI.IUANA FOR PERSONAL USE ON

PARCELS nVE (5) ACRES OR LESS IN SIZE

ORDINANCE NO. 2523

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT HEREBY ORDAINS AS

FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 313-55.1 of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of Title III is amended to read as follows:

3I3-5S MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAND USES: COASTAL

55.1 Indoor Residential Cultivation of Medical Marijuana for Personal Use

55.1.1 Authority and Title

Pursuant to the authority granted by Aiticic XI, section 7 of the California Constitution, California
Government Code sections 65850, 25845, and 53069.4 and California Health and Safety Code sections
11362.83 and 11362.768(f), the Board of Supervisors does hereby enact this Code, wiiich shall be
known and may be cited as the "Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Indoor Cultivation".

55.1.2 Purpose and Intent

The purpose and intent of the Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Indoor Cultivation ("MMLUCIC"
or "this Code") is to regulate the cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use in a residence or
detached accessory building in a manner that is consistent with State law and which promotes the health,
safety, comfort, convenience, and general welfare of the residents and businesses within the
unincorporated area of Humbbldt County by balancing three primary needs: the needs of patients and
their caregivers to have access to medical marijuana; the needs of residents, businesses, and
communities to be protected from public health, safety, and nuisance impacts that can accompany the
residential cultivation and processing of medical marijuana for an individual patient's use; and the need
to eliminate, or at least limit to the extent possible, the harmful environmental impacts that caii
accompany marijuana cultivation.

Despite the three needs identified above, nothing in this Code shall be construed to: allow persons to
engage in conduct that endangers themselves or others, or causes a public nuisance as defined herein;
allow the use or diversion of medical marijuana fur non-medical purposes; or allow any activlt>' relating
to the cultivation, processing, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under
the laws of the State of California. This Code is not Intended to criminalize any activity which is
otherwise permitted under state law and it is not intended to authorize conduct that is otherwise
prohibited by state law.
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55.1.3 Applicability and Interpretation

55.1.3.1 The indoor cultivation and processing of medical marijuana for personal use in a
residence or detached accessory building within the jurisdiction of the County of Humboldt shall
be controlled by the provisions of this Code, regardless of whether the cultivation or processing
existed or occurred prior to the adoption of this Code.

55.1.3.2 Nothing in this Code is intended, nor shall it be construed, to exempt any indoor
residential cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use, from compliance with the
Humboldt County zoning and land use regulations, or alt applicable local and state construction,
electrical, plumbing, land use, or any other building or land use standards or permitting
requirements, or any other applicable provisions of the County Code, or compliance with the
Coastal Act. or any other applicable state or federal laws.

55.1.3.3 Nothing in this Code is intended, nor shall it be construed, to preclude a landlord from
limiting or prohibiting marijuana cultivation, smoking, or other related activities by tenants,

55.1.3.4 The definitions in this Code are intended to apply to the MMLUCIC. Applicable
definitions in Humboldt County Code sections 313-136 et seq. and 111-1 et seq. may also apply
to this Code.

55.1.4 Compliance with Other Laws.

No provision of this Section shall be constructed to authorize, legalize, allow, approve, or condone any
activity that violates any provision of State or federal law or this Code. Nothing in this Section shall be
construed to allow the use of marijuana for non-medical purposes, or allow any activity relating to the
cultivation, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under State or federal law.
No provision of this Section may be deemed a defense or immunity to any action brought against any
person by the Humboldt County District Attorney, the Attorney General of the State of California, or the
Attorney General of the United Stales of America.

55.1.5 Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase of this Code or the application thereof, is
held invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of any other portions of this Code. Ibe County hereby declares that
it would have passed this Code and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase hereof,
regardless of the fact that any one or more section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase has been
declared illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional.

55.1.6 Penalties

All of the remedies provided for in this section shall be cumulative and not exclusive for violations of
this Code.

Any violation of this Code shall be, and the same hereby is declared to be. unlawful and a public
nuisance and shall be subject to injunction, abatement or any other remedy available to the County under
the applicable state and county laws, including the County's medical marijuana abatement procedures as
put forth in Section 313-55.2.
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55.1.7 Definitions

Except where the context otherwise requires, the following cielinitions shall govern the construction of
this Code:

Cuhivation of Medical Marijuana for Personal Use: cultivation and processing of medical marijuana
indoors in a residence or detached accessory structure by a qualified patient, or the primary caregiver on
behalf of a qualified patient, which does not exceed fifty (50) square feet or ten (10) feel in height.

Detached Accessory Building - Residential: a building which is a) incidental and subordinate to the
residence or residential use, b) located on the same parcel, and c) does not share at least ten (10) feet of
common wall with the residence or other accessory building. For the purposes of this Section, a
greenJipuse or hoophouse shall not be considered to be a detached acccssoiy building.

lndoor(s): within a fully enclosed and secure structure that has a roof supported by connecting walls
extending from the ground to the roof, and a foundation, slab, or equivalent base to which the floor is
securely attached.

Medical Marijuana: marijuana, including concentrated cannabis or hashish, that has been recommended
to an individual by a licensed physician for the treatment of an illness or disease pursuant to California
Health & Safety 11362.5 et seq.

Personal Medical Marijuana: medical marijuana that is cultivated, processed, or stored for a single
qualified patient's use.

Primary Caregiver: an individual designated by the qualified patient who has consistently assumed
responsibility for the housing, health, or safety of that patient pursuant to statutory and case law.

Qualified Patient: a person who has a recommendation for medical marijuana by a Caiifomia-licensed
physician, and who is entitled to the protections offered by California Health & Safety Code Section
11362.5, and who may or may not have an identification card issued by the State Department of Public
Health identifying the individual as a person authorized to engage in the use of medicd marijuana.

Residence: any structure designed or used for residential occupancy, regardless of whether it is located
in a residential zone.

Residential Cultivation: the growing of fifty (50) square feet or less that is ten (10) feel or less in height
of medical marijuana indoors within a residence or detached accessory structure, as defined herein.
Such cultivation shall be for a qualified patient's personal use and must be subordinate, incidental, and
accessory to the residential use.

55.1.8 Indoor Residential Cultivation for Personal Use

The County shall not interfere with a qualified patient's indoor residential cultivation of medical
marijuana for that patient's persona! use in the coastal zone, so long as the cultivation is in conformance
with this Code and slate law, including the California Coastal Act.
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In order to eliminate the potential nuisance and health and safety impacts to the greatest extent possible,
indoor residential medical marijuana cultivation and processing for personal use shall be in conformance
with the following standards:

55.1.8.1 Medical marijuana cultivation in a residence shall not exceed fifty (50) square feel or
exceed ten (10) feet in height per residence on a parcel; and

55.1.8.2 Medical marijuana cultivation in detached accessory buildings shall not exceed fifty (50)
square feet or exceed ten (10) feet in height per residence on a parcel; and

55.1.8.3 A total of fifty (50) square feet of indoor medical marijuana cultivation for personal use,
which does not exceed ten (10) feet in height, is permitted for each residence on a parcel,
regardless of whether the cultivation occurs in a residence or in a detached accessory building.
In no case shall a residence or a detached accessory building have a total of more than fifty (50)
square feet or more than ten (10) feet in height of medical marijuana cultivation area per
residence on the parcel, regardless of the number of qualified patients or primary caregivers
residing at the residence or participating directly or indirectly in the cultivation; and

55.1.8.4 The medical marijuana cultivation and processing area in the residence or detached
accessory building shall be indoors, as defined herein, posted with a legible copy of the
individual patient's medical marijuana recommendation, secured against unauthorized entry, and
maintained for the exclusive use of the qualified patient; and

55.1.8.5 Grow lights for medical marijuana cultivation for personal use in a residence or a
detached accessory building shall not exceed 1200 watts total; and

55.1.8.6 All electrical equipment used in the indoor cultivation of medical marijuana in a
residence or a detached accessory building shall be plugged directly into a wall outlet or
otherw ise hardwired. The use of extension cords to supply power to electrical equipment used in
the residential cultivation of medical marijuana is prohibited; and

55.1.8.7 The use of gas products (CO2, butane, etc.) tor indoor medical marijuana cultivation or
processing in a re.stdence or a detached accessory building is prohibited; and

55.1.8.8 No toxic or flammable fumigant shall be used for indoor cultivation of medical marijuana
in a residence or a detached accessory building unless the requirements of section 1703 of the
California Fire Code have been met; and

55.1.8.9 On parcels that contain more than one residence, no odor of medical marijuana shall be
detectable from the exterior of the residence or detached accessory building by a person of
ordinary senses. On parcels that contain only one residence, no odor of medical marijuana shall
be detectable from the property boundaries by a person of ordinary senses. To achieve this, the
medical marijuana cultivation area shall be. at a minimum, mechanically ventilated with a carbon
filter or other superior method to prevent the odor of marijuana from escaping the indoor
cultivation area and negatively impacting neighbors and the surrounding community. Ventilation
systems shall be installed in a manner that facilitates decommissioning and a return of the
cultivation area to non-cultivation residential uses; and
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55.1.8.!0 From a public right of way, neighboring properties, or neighboring housing units, there
shall be no visual or auditor)' evidence of indoor medical marijuana cultivation at the residence
or detached accessory building that is detectable by a person of ordinary senses; and

55.1.8.11 Medical marijuana cultivation, processing, or transfers in a residence or detached
accessory building are prohibited as a Cottage Industry or a Home Occupation, and arc not
eligible for an address of convenience: and

55.1.8.12 No sale, trading, or dispensing of medical marijuana is allowed on a parcel where
residential cultivation of medical marijuana occurs; and

55.1.8.13 l*he qualified patient shall not cultivate medical marijuana for his or her personal use in
more than one residence or detached accessory building within the jurisdiction of the County of
Humboldt: and

55.1.8.14 The residence where medical marijuana is grown indoors for personal use shall maintain
a kitchen and bathroom(s) for their intended use, and the kitchen, bathroom(s), and bedroom<s)
shall not be used primarily for medical marijuana cultivation; and

55.1.8.15 No eflfluent, including but not limited to waste products, chemical fertilizers or pesticides
shall be discharged into drains, septic systems, community sewer systems, water systems or other
drainage systems including those that lead to rivers, streams and bays as a result of indoor
residential cultivation of medical marijuana; and

55.1.8.16 The indoor residential cultivation of medical marijuana shall not adversely affect the
health or safety of residents, neighbors, or nearby businesses by creating dust, glare, heat, noise,
noxious gasses, odor, smoke, traffic, vibration, or other impacts, or be hazardous due to use or
storage of materials, processes, products or wastes associated with the cultivation of medical
marijuana; and

55.1.8.17 The indoor residential cultivation of medical marijuana must comply with all applicable
state and county laws, including fire and building codes.

55.1.8.18 A waterproof membrane or other waterproof barrier shall be installed in the cultivation
area or beneath individual plants to protect the fioor of the indoor cultivation area from water
damage.

55.1.8.19 Outdoor cultivation, as described in Section 313-55.2, may not occur on any parcel in
addition to the indoor cultivation provisions described herein.

SECTION 2. Section 313-55.2 of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of Title III is added to read as follows:

55.2 Outdoor Cultivation of Medical Marijuana for Personal Use on Small Parcels

55.2.1 Authority and Title

Pursuant to the authority granted by Article XI, section 7 of the California Constitution, California
Government Code sections 65850, 25845. and 53069.4 and California Health and Safety Code sections
11362.83 and 11362.768(f). the Board of Supervisors does hereby enact this Code, which shall be
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known and may be cited as the "Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Small Parcel Outdoor
Cultivation"

55.2.2 Purpose and Intent

The purpose and intent of the Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Small Parcel Outdoor Cultivation
("MMLUCSPOC" or "this Code") is to establish reasonable regulations governing the outdoor
cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use as defined herein, in a manner that is consistent with
State law and which promotes the health, safely, comfort, convenience, and general welfare of the.
residents and businesses within the unincorporated areaof Humboldl County by balancing three primary
needs: the needs of patients and their carcgivers to have access to medical marijuana: the needs of
residents, businesses, and communities to be protected fi-om public health, safety, and nuisance impacts
that can accompany the cultivation and processing of medical marijuana for an individual patient's
personal use; and the need to eliminate, or at least limit to the greatest extent possible, harmful
environmental impacts that can accompany outdoor marijuana cultivation.

Despite the three needs identified above, nothing in this Code shall be construed to: allow persons to
engage in conduct that endangers themselves or others, or causes a public nuisance as defined hereiii;
allow the use or diversion of medical marijuana for non-medical purposes; or allow any activit}' relating
to the cultivation, processing, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under
the laws of the State of California. This Code is not intended to criminalize any activity which is
otherwise permitted under state law it is not intended to authorize conduct that is otherwise
prohibited by state law.

55.2.3 Applicability and Interpretation

,55.2.3.1 The outdoor cultivation and processing of medical marijuana on parcels bolow five (5)
acres or less in size within the jurisdiction of the County of Humboldt shall be controlled by the
provisions of this Code, regardless of whether the governed activities were established or
occurred prior to tiic adoption of this Code.

55.2.3.2 Nothing in this Code is intended to exempt, nor shall it be construed to exempt any
outdoor cultivation activities on parcels five (5) acres or less in size from compliance with the
Humboldt County zoning and land use regulations, or all applicable local and state construction,
electrical, plumbing, land use, or any other building or land use standards or permitting
requirements, or any other applicable provisions of the County Code, or compliance with the
Coastal Act, or any other applicable state or federal laws.

55.2.3.3 Notliing in tliis Code is intended, nor shall it be construed, to preclude a landlord from
limiting or prohibiting marijuana cultivation, smoking, or other related activities by tenants.

55.2.3.4 The definitions in this Code are intended to apply to the MMLUCSPOC. Applicable
definitions in Humboldt County Code sections 313-136 et seq, and 111-1 et seq. may also apply
to this Code.

55.2.4 Compliance with Other Laws.

No provision of this Section shall be constructed to authorize, legalize, allow, approve, or condone any
activity that violates any provision of State or federal law or this Code. Nothing in this Section shall be
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construed to allow the use of marijuana for non-medical purposes, or allow any activity relating to the
cultivation, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under State or federal law.
No provision of this Section may be deemed a defense or immunity to any action brought against any
person by the Humboldi County District Attorney, the Attorney General of the Stale of Califoraia, or the
Attorney General of the United States of America.

55.2.5 Sevcrability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase of this Code or the application Iheioof, is
held invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of any other portions of this Code. The Count)- hereby declares that
it would have passed this Code and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase hereof,
regardless of the fact that any one or more section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase has been
declared illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional.

55.2.6 Definitions

Except where the context otherwise requires, the following definitions shall govern the construction of
this Code:

ylcre: means 43,560 square feet. See also the definition of "Lot Size" found under Section 313-147 of
the code.

Canopy: means the area, in square feet, of vegetative growth, of a marijuana plant including stans. Area
shall be calculated using the following formula: Diameter of Plant squared, and then multiplied by the
conversion factor (jr/4). For example, if the diameter of one (1) plant is equal to 30 inches (2.5 feet), the
canopy would equal 4.9 square feet [2.5 feet' x 0.7854].

Cu/tiva/ion: means the planting, growing, harvesting, drying, processing, or storage of one or more
marijuana plants or any part thereof in any outdoor location.

/in/orctnf^ OJ)wer: means the Code Enforcement Investigator or the Sheriff, or the authorized deputies or
designces of either, each of whom is independently authorized to enforce this Code.

Indoor Cultivation of Medical Marijuana: cultivation and processing of medical marijuana inside a
residence or detached accessory structure by a qualified patient, or the primary carcgivcr on behalf of a
qualified patient, which does not exceed fifty (50) square feet or ten (10) feet in height.

Medical Marijuana: marijuana, including concentrated cannabis or hashish, that has been recommended
to an individual by a licensed physician for the treatment of an illness or disease pursuant to California
Health & Safety II 362.5 et seq.

Marijuana Plant: means any mature or immature male or female marijuana plant, or any marijuana
seedling, unless otherwise specifically provided herein.

Outdoor(s): means not within an enclosed building, excepting a greenhouse or hoophouse. but instead
on an open and uncovered portion of the property.
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Public Park: means land that is publicly owned or controlled for the purpose of providing recreation
and/or open space for public use.

Properly: shall mean a single, legal parcel. Where contiguous legal parcels are under common
ownership or control, such contiguous legal parcels shall be counted as a single "property" for purposes
of this Section.

Personal Use MeiJical Marijuana: medical marijuana that is cultivated, processed, or stored for a single
qualified patient's exclusive use.

Pesticides: shall have the same meaning as set forth in Article 1, Division 6, Section 6000 of the
California Code of Regulations, and Article 1, Division 7, Section 12753 of the California Food and
Agriculture Code.

Place of Religious Worship: a specially designed structure or consecrated space where individuals or a
group of people such as a congregation come to perform acts of devotion, veneration, or religious study.

Primary Caregiver: an individual designated by the qualified patient who has consistently assumed
responsibility for the housing, health, or safety of that patient pursuant to statutory and case law.

Qualified Patient: a person who has a recommendation for medical marijuana by a California-licensed
physician, and who is entitled to the protections offered by California Health & Safety Code Section
11362.5, and who may or may not have an identification card issued by the Slate Department of Public
Health identifying the individual as a person authorized to engage in the use of medici marijuana.

School: means an institution of learning for minors, whether public or private, offering a regular course
of instruction as required by the California Education Code. This definition includes a kindergarten,
elementary school, middle or junior high school, senior high school, or any special institution of
education, but it does not include a home school, vocational or professional institution of higher
education, including a community or junior college, college, or university.

School Bus Stop: means any location designated in accordance with California Code of Regulations,
Title 13, section 1238, to receive school buses, as defined in California Vehicle Code section 233, or
school pupil activity buses, as defined in Vehicle Code section 546.

Traditional Native American Cultural Site: means a place with an association with cultural practices and
beliefs that are rooted in the local tribal history and are important to maintaining the continuity of a
tribal community's traditional beliefs and practices,

55.2.7 Outdoor Residential Cultivation for Personal Use

The County shall not interfere with a qualified patient's outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana for
that patient's personal use in the coastal zone, so long as the cultivation is in conformance with this
Code and state law, including the Caiifomia Coastal Act.
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In order to eliminate the potential nuisance and health and safety impacts to the greatest extent possible,
outdoor medical marijuana cultivation and processing for personal use on parcels five (5) acres or less in
size, shall be in conformance with the following standards:

55.2.7.1 Parcel size shall be determined in accordance with the definition of''Lot Size" found
under Section 313-147 of the code.

55.2.7.2 On parcels (5) acres or less in size, it shall not be deemed a nuisance per se for a qualified
patient to cultivate medical marijuana outdoors for personal use as an ̂ temalive to indoor
cultivation, as defined herein, if the following restrictions are adhered to:

55.2.7.2.1 On parcels one (1) acre or smaller in size, the total plant canopy of the medical
marijuana cultivated outdoors may not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in size, nor
may cultivation <Kcur within twenty (20) feel of a property boundary line; and

55.2.7.2.2 On parcels greater than one (1) acre and up to five (5) acres in size, the total plant
canopy of medical marijuana cultivated outdoors may not exceed two hundred (200)
square feet in size, nor may cultivation occur within forty (40) feel of a property boundary
line, where the neighboring parcel is less than five (5) acres in size, or twenty (20) feet of
a property line, where the neighboring parcel is five (5) acres or above in size; and

55.2.7.2.3 No outdoor cultivation may occur within 600 feet of any School, School Bus Slop,
Public Park, Place of Religious Worship, or Traditional Native American Cultural Site, so
long as these uses existed prior to the outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana in
compliance with this Code; and

55.2.7.2.4 Indoor medical marijuana cultivation may not occur in addition to the outdoor
cultivation provisions described herein.

55.2.7.2.5 The qualified patient shall not cultivate medical marijuana for his or her personal use
in more than one residence, or detached accessory building, or outdoor cultivation area
within the jurisdiction of the County of Humboldt; and

55.2.7.2.6 Cultivation within a greenhouse or "hoophouse" shall be deemed outdoor cultivation
subject to the requirements of this Code, including the parcel-size-specific canopy
restrictions and setbacks.

55.2.7.2.7 No effluent, including but not limited to waste products, chemical fertilizers or
pesticides shall be discharged into drains, septic systems, community sewer systems,
water systems or other man-made or natural drainage systems including those that lead to
rivers, streams and bays as a result of indoor or outdoor residential cultivation of medical
marijuana: and

55.2.7.2.8 The outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana shall not adversely affect the health or
safety of residents, neighbors, or nearby businesses by creating dust, glare, heat, noise,
noxious gasscs, odor, smoke, traffic, vibration, or other impacts, or be hazanlous due to
use or storage of materials, processes, products or wastes associated with the cultivation of
medical marijuana: and
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55.2.7.2.9 >\'here applicable, private water systems utilized in association with outdoor
cultivation of medical marijuana pursuant to this Code shall comply with Section 1602 of
the Fish and Game Code. This includes notification of the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife of associated water diversions to determine whether a Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement is necessary. If such an Agreement is required, the water use must
comply with all of its terms.

55.2.7.3 On lands within the Shelter Cove community served by the Resort Improvement District,
outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use may only occur by a qualified patient
who occupies a permitted residence located on the same property that is host to the cultivation
activities. If the qualified patient is not the owner of the property, the occupant must be a
leaseholder or lawftil occupant who has retained the notarized consent of the property owner, or
their designated agent.

55.2.8 Nuisance Declared: Specialized Abatement Process; Enforcement

55.2.8.1 Any violation of this Section shall be unlawful and constitute a public nuisance per se
and be subject to injunction, abatement, or any other remedy available to the County as
provided by all applicable provisions of law, including the specialized abatement process of this
Code.

55.2.8.2 Notice to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation. Whenever an Enforcing Officer
determines that a public nuisance as described in this Code exists on any property within the
unincorporated area of Humboldt County he or she is authorized to notify the owner and/or
occupanl(s) of the premises through issuance of a '"Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful
Marijuana Cultivation".

55.2.8.2.1 Contents of Notice. The "Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana
Cultivation" shall be in writing and shall include the following:

55.2.8.2.1.1 Name of the ownerfs) of the property upon which the nuisance exists, as listed in
the records of the county assessor, and any occupant(s) shall also be identified, if
known; and

55.2.8.2.1.2 A description of the location of such property by its commonly used street
address, giving the name or number of the street, road or highway mid the number,
if any. of the properly and/or identification of such property by reference to the
assessor's parcel num^r; and

55.2.8.2.1.3 A statement that medical marijuana cultivation in violation of this Section exists
on the property and therefore such cultivation is a public nuisance per sc.

55.2.8.2.1.4 A description of the medical marijuana cultivation in violation of this Section
that exists on the property and the actions required to abate it.

55.2.8.2.L5 A statement that the owner and/or occupant is required to abate the identified
violations of this Code within fourteen (14) calendar days after the date that said
Notice was served.
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55.2.8.2.1.6 A statement that the owner and/or occupant may, within ten (10) calendar days
after the date tliat said Notice was served, make a request in writing to the Clerk of
the Board of Supervisors for a hearing to appeal the determination of the Enforcing
Ofllcer that the conditions existing constitute a public nuisance, or to show other
cause why those conditions should not be abated in accordance with tlie provisions
of thLs Section.

55.2.8.2.1.7 A statement that, unless the owner and/or occupant abates the unlawiul
marijuana cultivation, or requests a hearing before the Board of Supervisors, within
the time prescribed in the Notice, the Enforcing Officer will abate the nuisance. It
shall also generally describe the abatement costs, including administrative costs,
and provide notice that a special assessment may be added to the County
assessment roll and become a lien on the real property, or be placed on the
unsecured tax roll if such costs arc unpaid.

55.2.8.3 Service of Notice. The '"Notice and Order to Abate Unlawfiil Marijuana Cultivation"
("Notice and Order") shall be served by delivering it personally to the owner and/or to the
occupant, or by mailing it fay regular United States mail, together with a certificate of mailing,
to the ouTier and/or occupant of the property at the address thereof, and to any non-occupying
owner at his or her address as it appears on the last equalized assessment roll and by posting a
copy of the Notice and Order on the real property upon which the nuisance exists as follows:
copies of the Notice and Order shall be posted along the frontage of the subject property and at
such other locations on the property reasonably likely to provide notice to the Ciwner. In no
event shall fewer than two (2) copies of the Notice and Order be posted on a property pursuant
to this section.

55.2.8.3.1 The date of service is deemed to be the date of deposit in the mail, personal delivery,
or posting, as applicable.

55.2.8.4 Administrative Review.

55.2.8.4.1 Any person upon whom a Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation
has been served may appeal the determination of the Enforcing Officer that the conditions set
forth in the Notice and Order constitute a public nuisance to the Board of Supervisors, or may
show cause before the Board of Supervisors why those conditions should not be abated in
accordance with the provisions of this Section. Any such administrative review shall be
commenced by filing a written request for a hearing with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
within ten (10) calendar days after the date that said Notice and Order was served. The written
request shall include a statement of all facts supporting the appeal. Hie time requirement for
filing such a written request shall be deemed jurisdictional and may not be waived. In the
absence of a timely filed written request that complies fully with the requirements of this
Section, tlie findings of the Enforcing Officer contained in the Notice and Order shall become
final and conclusive onthe eleventh day following service of (he Notice and Order.

55.2.8.4.2 Upon timely receipt of a written request for hearing which complies with the
requirements of this Section, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall set a hearing
date not less than seven (7) days or more than thirty (30) days from the date the request
was filed. The Clerk shall send written notice of the hearing date to the requesting party.
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to any other parties upon whom the Notice and Order was served, and to the Enforcing
Officer.

55.2.8.4.3 Any hearing conducted pursuant to this Section need not be conducted according to
technical rules relating to evidence, witnesses and hearsay. Any relevant evidence shall
be admitted if it is the sort of evidence on which responsible persons are accustomed to
rely in the conduct of serious aflairs regardless of the existence of any common law or
statutory rule which might make improper the admission of the evidence over objection
in civil actions. The Board of Supervisors has discretion to exclude evidence if its
probative value is substantially outweighed by the probability that its admission will
necessitate undue consumption of time.

55.2.8.4.4 The Board of Supervisors may continue the administrative hearing from time to time.

55.2.8.4.5 The Board of Supervisors shall consider the matter dc novo. and may affirm, reverse,
or modify the determinations contained in the Notice and Order. The Board of
Supervisors shall issue a written decision in the form of a resolution, which shall include
findings relating to the existence or nonexistence of the nuisance, as well as findings
concerning the propriety and means of abatement of the nuisance cor^ditions set forth in
the Notice and Order. Such decision shall be mailed to the party requesting the hearing,
any other parties upon whom the Notice and Order was served, and the Enforcing
Officer.

55.2.8.4.6 The decision of the Board of Supervisors shall be final and conclusive on the dale it is
made.

55.2.8.5 Liability for Costs.

55.2.8.5.1 In any enforcement action brought pursuant to this Section, whether by administrative
or judicial proceedings, each person who causes, permits, suffers, or maintains the
unlawful marijuana cultivation to exist shall be liable for all costs incurred by the County,
including, but not limited to. administrative costs, and any and all costs incurred to
undertake, or to cause or compel any responsible party to undertake, any abatement
action in compliance with the requirements of this Section, whether those costs are
incurred prior to, during, or following enactment of this Section.

55.2.8.5.2 In any action by the Enforcing Officer to abate unlawful marijuana cultivation under
this Section, whether by administrative proceedings or judicial proceedings, the
prevailing party shall be entitled to a recovery of the reasonable attorney's fees incurred.
Recovery of attorneys' fees under this Code shall be limited to those actions or
proceedings in which the County elects, at the initiation of that action or proceeding, to
seek recovery of its own attorney's fees. In no action, iKlministrative proceeding, or
special proceeding shall an award of attorneys' fees to a prevailing party exceed the
amount of reasonable attorneys' fees incurred by the County in the action or proceeding.

55.2.8.6 Abatement by Owner or Occupant. Any owner or occupant may abate the unlawful
marijuana cultivation or cause it to be abated at any time prior to commencement of
abatement by the enforcing officer.
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55.2.8;7 Enforcement. Whenever the Enforcing Officer becomes aware that an owner or occupant
has failed to abate any uniawtlil marijuana cultivation within fourteen (14) days of the date of
service of the Notice and Order, unless timely appealed, or of the date of the decision of the
Board of Supervisors requiring such abatement, the Enforcing Officer may take one or more
of the following actions:

55.2.8.7.1 Enter upon the properly and abate the nuisance. The Enforcing Officer may apply to a
court of competent jurisdiction for a warrant authorizing entry upon the property for
purposes of undertaking tlie abatement work, if necessary; and/or

55.2.8.7.2 Request thai the County Counsel commence a civil action to redress, enjoin, and
abate the public nuisance.

55.2:8.8 Accounting. The Enforcing Officer shall keep an account of the cost of every abatement
carried out and shall render a report in writing, itemized by parcel, to the Board of Supervisors
showing the cost of abatement and the administrative costs for each parcel.

55 .2.8.9 Notice of Hearing on Accounting; Waiver by Payment. Upon receipt of the account of the
Enforcing Officer, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall deposit a copy of the account
pertaining to the property of each owner in the mail addressed to the owner and include
therewith a notice informing the owmer that, at a date and time not less than five (5) business
days afier the date of mailing of tite notice, the Board of Supervisors will meet to review the
account and that the owner may appear at said time and be heard. The owner may waive the
hearing on the accounting by paying the cost of abatement and the cost of administration to
the Enforcing Officer prior to the time set for the hearing by the Board of Supervisors. Unless
othenvise expressly stated by the owner, payment of the cost of abatement and the cost of
administration prior to said hearing shall be deemed a waiver of the right thereto and an
admission that said accounting is accurate and reasonable.

55.2.8.10 Hearing on Accounting.

55.2.8.10.1 At the lime fixed, the Board of Supervisors shall meet to review the report on the
accounting by the Enforcing Officer. An ovmer may appear at said time and be heard on
whether the accounting, so far as it pertains to the cost of abating a nuisance upon the
land of the owner, is accurate and the amourits reported reasonable. The cost of
administration shall also be reviewed.

55.2.8.10.2 The report and the accounting of the Enforcing Officer shall be admitted into
evidence. The owner shall bear the burden of proving that the accounting is not accurate
and reasonable.

55.2.8.10.3 Modifications, The Board of Supervisors shall make such modifications in the
accouming as it deems necessary and thereafter shall confirm the report by resolution.

55.2.8.10.4 Special Assessment and Lien. The Board of Supervisors may order that the cost of
abating nuisances pursuant to this Section and the administrative costs as confirmed by
the Board be placed upon the County tax roll by the County Auditor as special
assessments against the respective parcels of land, or placed on the unsecured roll,
pursuant to section 25845 of the Government Code; provided, however, that the cost of
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abatement and the cos! of administration as finally determined shall not be placed on the
tax roil ifpaid in full prior to entry of said costs on the tax roll. The Board of Supervisors
may also cause notices of abatement lien to be recorded against the respective parcels of
real property pursuant to section 25845 of the Government Code.

55.2.8.11 Enforcement by Civil Action. As an alternative to the procedures set forth in this Section
the County may abate the violation of this Section by the prosecution of a civil action through
the OfRce of the County Counsel, Including an action for injunctive relief. The remedy of
injunctiye relief may lake the form of a court order, enforceable through civil contempt
proceedings, prohibiting the maintenance of the violation of this Section or requiring
compliance with other terms.

55.2.8.12 No Duty to Enforce. Nothing in this Section shall be construed as imposing on the
enforcing officer or the Count>' of Humboldl any duty to issue an Notice and Order, nor to
abate any unlawful marijuana cultivation, nor to take any other action with regard to any
unlawful marijuana cultivation, and neither the enforcing officer nor the County of Ilumboldt
shall be held liable for failure to issue an order to abate any unlawful marijuana cultivation,
nor for failure to abate any unlawful marijuana cultivation, nor for failure to lake any other
action with regard to any unlawful marijuana cultivation.

55.2.8.13 Remedies Cumulative. All remedies provided for herein are cumulative and not
exclusive, and are in addition to any other remedy or penalty provided by law. Nothing in this
Section shall be deemed to authorize or permit any activity that violates any provision of state
or federal law.

55.2.8.14 Other Nuisance. Nothing in this Section shall be construed as a limitation on the
County's authority to abate any nuisance which may otherwise exist from the planting,
growing, harvesting, drying, processing or storage of marijuana plants or any part thereof
from any location, indoor or outdoor, including from within a fully enclos^ and secure
building.

55.2.9 Best Practices

The following guidelines are advisory and represent "good neighbor" cultivation practice
recommendations designed to insure compatibility with adjacent land uses, medicine safety, and
responsible environmental stewardship.

55.2.9.1 Low Odor Strains. To alleviate the potential the potential for unwelcome odors escaping
beyond the property and affecting neighboring residents during the llowering period, cultivation
of low odor strains is recommended.

55.2.9.2 Greenhouses. If cultivating within a greenhouse, invest in a permanent greenhouse with a
poured concrete or similar foundation, walls and roof made using tempered glass or other
similarly durable solid material, and a liUration system to minimize odors.

55.2.9.3 Water Supply. To reduce potential impacts on neighboring rivers and streams and the
fish and wildlife that depend on these ecosystems, cultivating using water from a municipal
source or rain catchment system. If a private water system must be used, maintain sufficient

Page 14 of 29



water storage capacity to satisfy or supplement watering needs during the driest months, July
15"^ through November 1''.

55.2.9.4 Potential Toxics. Avoid use ordiemicals and other potcntiaUy harmful substances on or
near medical marijuana or the area where medical marijuana is being cultivated. Grow, process,
and store medical marijuana in as "organic" and safe a fashion as possible to reduce potential
adverse effects during use by medical patients who are ill and may have compromised immune
systems.

55.2.9.5 Best Practices. Review and consider implementing the recommendations contained in
Best Management Practices -Northern California Farmer's Guide.

SECTIONS. Section 314-5S.1 of Chapter 4 of Division 1 ofTitlcIll is amended to read as follows:

314-55 MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAND USES: INLAND

55.1 Indoor Residential Cultivation of Medical Marijuana for Personal Use

55.1.1 Authority and Title

Pursuant to the authority granted by Article XI, section 7 of the California Constitution, California
Government Code seciions 65850, 25845, and 53069.4 and California Health and Safety Code sections
11362.83 and 11362.768(f), the Board of Supervisors does hereby enact this Code, which shall be
known and may be cited as the "Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Indoor Cultivation".

55.1.2 Purpose and Intent

The purpose and intent of the Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Indoor Cultivation ("MMLUCIC"
or "this Code") is to regulate the cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use in a residence or
detached accessory building in a manner that is consistent with Stale law and which promotes the health,
safety, comfort, convenience, and general welfare of the residents and businesses within the
unincorporated area of Humboldt County by balancing three primary needs: the needs of patients and
their carcgivcrs to have access to medical marijuana; the needs of residents, businesses, and
communities to be protected from public health, safety, and nuisance impacts thai can accompany the
residential cultivation and processing of medical marijuana for an individual patient's use; and the need
to eliminate, or at least limit to the extent possible, the harmful environmcntai impacts that can
accompany marijuana cultivation.

Despite the three needs identified above, nothing in this Code shall be construed to: allow persons to
engage in conduct that endangers themselves or others, or causes a public nuisance as defined herein;
allow the use or diversion of medical marijuana for non-medical purposes; or allow any activity relating
to the cultivation, processing, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under
the laws of the State of California. This Code is not intended to criminalize any activity which is
otherwise permitted under state law and it is not intended to authorize conduct that is otherwise
prohibited by state law.
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55.1.3 Applicability and Interpretation

55.1.3.1 The indoor cultivation and processing of medical marijuana for personal use in a
residence or detached accessory building within the jurisdiction of the County of Humboldl shall
be controlled by the provisions of this Code, regardless of whether the cultivation or processing
existed or occurred prior to the adoption of this Code.

55.1.3.2 Nothing in this Code is intended, nor shall it be construed, to exempt any indoor
residential cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use. from compliance with the
Ilumboldt County zoning and land use regulations, or all applicable local and state construction,
electrical, plumbing, land use, or any other building or land use standards or permitting
requirements, or any other applicable provisions of the County Code, or any other applicable
state or federal laws.

55.1.3.3 Nothing in this Code is intended, nor shall it be construed, to preclude a landlord from
limiting or prohibiting marijuana cultivation, smoking, or other related activities by tenants.

55.1.3.4 The defmitions in this Code are intended to apply to the MMLUCIC. Applicable
definitions in Humholdt Countv Code sections 314-136 et seq. and 111-1 et seq. may also apply
to this Code.

55.1.4 Compliance with Other Laws.

No provision of this Section shall be constructed to authorize, legalize, allow, approve, or condone any
activity that violates any provision of State or federal law or this Code. Nothing in this Section shall be
construed to allow the use of marijuana for non-medical purposes, or allow any activity relating to the
cultivation, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under Stale or federal law.
No provision of this Section may be deemed a defense or immunity to any action brought against any
person by the Humholdt County District Aiiomey, the Attorney General of the Stale of California, or the
Attorney General of the United States of America.

55.1.5 Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase of this Code or the application thereof, is
held invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of any other portions of this Code. The County hereby declares that
it would have passed this Code and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase hereof,
regardless of the fact that any one or more section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase has been
declared illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional.

55.1.6 Penalties

All of the remedies provided for in this section shall be cumulative and not exclusive for violations of
this Code.

Any violation of this Code shall be, and the same hereby is declared to be, unlawful and a public
nuisance and shall be subject to injunction, abatement or any other remedy available to the County under
the applicable state and county laws, including the County's medical marijuana abatement procedures as
put forth in Section 314-55.3.
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55.1.7 Definitions

Except where the context otherwise requires, the following definitions shall govern the construction of
this Code:

Cultivation of Medical Marijuana for Personal Use: cultivation and processing of medical marijuana
indoors in a residence or detached accessory structure by a qualified patient, or the primaiy caregiver on
behalf of a qualified patient, which docs not exceed fifty (50) square feet or ten (10) feet in height.

Detached Accessory Building - Residential: a building which is a) incidental and subordinate to the
residence or residential use, b) located on the same parcel, and c) does not share at least ten (10) feet of
common wall with the residence or other accessory building. For the purposes of this Section, a
greenhouse or hoophouse shall not be considered to be a detached accessory building.

Indoor(s): within a fully enclosed and secure structure that has a roof supported by connecting walls
extending from the ground to the roof, and a foundation, slab, or equivalent base to which the floor is
securely attached.

Medical Marijuana: marijuana, including concentrated cannabis or hashish, that has been recommended
to an individual by a licensed physician for the treatment of an illness or disease pursuant to California
Health & Safety 11362.5 et seq.

Personal Medical Marijuana: medical marijuana that is cultivated, processed, or stored for a single
qualified patient's use.

Primary Caregiver: an individual designated by the qualified patient who has consistently assumed
responsibility for the housing, health, or safety of that patient pursuant to statutory and case law.

Qualified Patient: a person who has a recommendation for medical marijuana by a California-licensed
physician, and who is entitled to the protections offered by California Health & Safety Code Section
11362.5, and who may or may not have an identification card issued by the Stale Department of Public
Health identifying the individual as a person aulhori/ed to engage in the use of medical marijuana.

Residence: any structure designed or used for residential occupancy, regardless of whether it is located
in a residential zone.

Residential Cultivation: the growing of fifty (50) square feel or less that is ten (10) feet or less in height
of medical marijuana indoors within a residence or detached accessory structure, as defined herein.
Such cultivation shall be for a qualified patient's personal use and must be subordinate, incidental, and
accessor)' to the residential use.

55.1.8 Indoor Residential Cultivation for Personal Use

The County shall not interfere with a qualified patient's indoor residential cultivation of medical
marijuana for that patient's personal use outside the coastal zone, so long as the cultivation is in
conformance with this Code and state law.

In order to eliminate the potential nuisance and health and safety impacts to the greatest extent possible,
indoor residential medical marijuana cultivation and processing for personal use shall be in conformance
with the following standards:
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55.1.8.1 Medical marijuana cultivalion in a residence shall not exceed fifty (50) square feel or
exceed ten (10) feet in height per residence on a parcel; and

55.1.8.2 Medical marijuana cultivation in detached accessory buildings shall ,riot exceed fifty (50)
square feet or exceed ten (10) feet in height per residencc on a parcel; and

55.1.8.3 A total of fifty (50) square feet of indoor medical marijuana cultivation for personal use,
which does not exceed ten (10) feet in height, is permitted for each residence on a ,parcel,
regardless of whether the cultivation occurs in a residence or in a detached accessory building.
In no case shall a residence or a detached accessory building have a total of more than fifty (50)
square feet or more than ten (10) feet in height of medical marijuana cultivation area per
residence on the parcel, regardless of the number of qualified patients or primary caregivers
residing at the residence or participating directly or indirectly in the cultivation; and

55.1.8.4 The medical marijuana cultivation and processing area in the residence or detached
accessory building shall be indoors, as defined herein, posted with a legible copy of the
individual patient^s medical marijuana recommendation, secured against unauthorized entry, and
maintained for the exclusive use of the qualified patient; and

55.1.8.5 Grow lights for medical marijuana cultivation for personal use in a residence or a
detached accessory building shall not exceed 1200 walts.total; and

55.1.8.6 All clcctricar equipment used in the indoor cultivation of medical marijuana in a
residence or a detached accessory building shall be plugged directly into a wall outlet or
otherwise hardwired. The use of extension cords to supply power to electrical equipment used in
the residential cultivation of medical marijuana is prohibited; and

55.1.8.7 The use of gas products (CO2, butane, etc.) for iiidoor medical marijuana cultivation or
processing in a residence or a detached accessory building is prohibited; and

55.1.8.8 No toxic or flammable fumigant shall be used for indoor cultivation of medical marijuana
in a residence or a detached accessoiy building unless the requirements of section 1703 of the
California Fire Code have been met; and

55.1.8.9 On parcels that contain more than one residence, no odor of medical marijuana shall be
detectable from the exterior of the residence or detached accessory building by a person of
ordinary senses. On parcels that contain only one residence, no odor of medical marijuana shall
be detectable from the property boundaries by a person of ordinary senses. To achieve this, the
medical marijuana cultivation area shall be, at a minimum, mechanically ventilated with a carbon
filter or other superior method to prevent the odor of marijuana from escaping the indoor
cultivation area and negatively impacting neighbors and the surrounding community. Ventilation
systems shall be installed in a manner that facilitates decommissioning and a return of the
cultivation area to non-cultivation residential uses; and

55.1.8.10 From a public right of way, neighboring properties, or neighboring housing units, there
shall be no visual or auditory evidence of indoor medical marijuana cultivation at the residence
or detached accessory building that is detectable by a person of ordinary senses; and
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55.1.8.11 Medical marijuana cultivation, processing, or transfers in a residence or detached
accessory building are prohibited as a Cottage Industry or a Home Occupation, and are not
eligible for an address of convenience; and

55.1.8.12 No sale, t^ing, or dispensing of medical marijuana is allowed on a parcel where
residential cultivation of medical marijuana occurs: and

55.1.8.13 The qualified patient shall not cultivate medical marijuana for his or her personal use in
more than one residence or detached accessory building within the jurisdiction oflhe County of
Humboldt; and

55.1.8.14 The residence where medical marijuana is grown indoors for personal use shall maintain
a kitchen and balhroom(s) for their intended use. and the kitchen, bathroom(s), and bedroom(s)
shall not be used primarily for medical marijuana cultivation; and

55.1.8.15 No eflluent. including but not limited to waste products, chemical fertilizers or pesticides
shall be discharged into drains, septic systems, community sewer systems, water systems or other
drainage systems including those that lead to rivers, streams and bays as a result of indoor
residential cultivation of medical marijuana; and

55.1.8.16 The indoor rcsidemia! cultivation of medical marijuana shall not adversely aflect the
health or safety of residents, neighbors, or nearby businesses by creating dust, glare, heat, noise,
noxious gasses, odor, smoke, traffic, vibration, or other impacts, or be hazardous due to use or
storage of materials, processes, products or wastes associated with the cultivation of medical
marijuana; and

55.1.8.17 The indoor residential cultivation of medical marijuana must comply with all applicable
state and county laws, including fire and building codes.

55.1.8.IS A waterproof membrane or other waterproof barrier shall be installed in the cultivation
area or beneath individual plants to protect the floor of the indoor cultivation area from water
damage.

55.1.8.19 Outdoor cultivation, as described in Section 314-55.2, may not occur on any parcel in
addition to the indoor cultivation provisions described herein.

SECTION 4. Section 314-55.2 of Chapter 4 of Division 1 of Title III is added to read as follows:

55.2 Outdoor Cultivation of Medical Marijuana for Personal Use on Small Parcels

55.2.1 Authority and Title

Pursuant to the authority granted by Article XI. section 7 of the California Constituti<m, California
Government Code sections 65850, 25845, and 53069.4 and Califomia Health and Safety Code sections
11362.83 and 11362.768(0, the Board of Supervisors does hereby enact this Code, which shall be
known and may be cited as tte "Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Small Parcel Outdoor
Cultivation".

55.2.2 Purpose and Intent
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The purpose and intent of the Medical Marijuana Land Use Code for Small Parcel Outdoor Cultivation
("MMLUCSPOC" or "this Code") is to establish reasonable regulations governing the outdoor
cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use as defined herein, in a manner that is consistent wiA
State law and which promotes the health, safety, comfort, convenience, and general welfare of the
residents and businesses within the unincorporated area of Huraboldl County by balancing three primary
needs: the needs of patients and their carcgivers to have access to medical marijuana; the needs of
residents, businesses, and communities to be protected from public health, safely, and nuisance impacts
that can accompany the cultivation and processing of medical marijuana for an indhidual patient's
personal use; and the need to eliminate, or at least limit to the greatest extent possible, harmful
environmental impacts that can accompany outdoor marijuana cultivation.

Despite the three needs identified above, nothing in this Code shall be construed to: allow persons to
engage in conduct that endangers themselves or others, or causes a public nuisance as defined herein;
allow the use or diversion of medical marijuana for non-mcdical purposes; or allow any activity relating
to the cultivation, processing, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under
the laws of the State of California. This Code is not intended to criminalize any activity which is
otherwise permitted under state law and it is not intended to authorize conduct that is otherwise
prohibited by state law.

55.2.3 Applicability and Interpretation

55.2.3.1 The outdoor cultivation and processing of medical marijuana on parcels below five (5)
acres or less in size within the jurisdiction of the County of Humboldt shall be controlled by the
provisions of this Code, regardless of whether the governed activities were established or
occurred prior to the adoption of this Code.

55.2.3.2 Nothing in this Code is intended to exempt, nor shall it be construed to exempt any
outdoor cultivation activities on parcels five (5) acres or less in size, from compliance with the
Humboldt County zoning and land use regulations, or all applicable local and state construction,
electrical, plumbing, land use, or any other building or land use standards or permitting
requirements, or any other applicable provisions of the County Code, or any other applicable
state or federal laws.

55.2;3.3 Nothing in this Code is intended, nor shall it be construed, to preclude a landlord from
limiting or prohibiting marijuana cultivation, smoking, or other related activities by tenants.

55.2.3.4 The definitions in this Code are intended to apply to the MMLUCSPOC. Applicable
definitions in Humboldt County Code sections 314-136 ct scq. and III-I etseq. may also apply
to this Code.

55.2.4 Compliance with Other Laws.

No provision.of this Section shall be constructed to authorize, legalize, allow, approve, or condone any
activity that violates any provision of State or federal law or this Code. Nothing in this Section shall be
construed to allow the use of marijuana for non-mcdical purposes, or allow any activity relating to the
cultivation, distribution, or consumption of marijuana that is otherwise illegal under State or federal law.
No provision of this Section may be deemed a defense or immunity to any action brought against any
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person by the Humboldt County District Attorney, the attorney General of the State of California, or the
Attorney General of the United States of America.

55.2.5 Severability

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase of this Code or the application thereof, is
held invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of any other portions of this Code. The County hereby declares that
it would have passed this Code and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, portion, or phrase hereof,
regardless of the fact that any one or more section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase has been
declared illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional.

55.2.6 Definitions

Except where the context otherwise requires, the following definitions shall govern the construction of
this Code:

Acre: means 43,560 square feet. See also tlie definition of "Lot Size" found under Section 314-147 of
the code.

Canopy: means the area, in square feet, of vegetative growth, of a marijuana plant including starts. Area
shall be calculated using the following formula: Diameter of Plant squared, and tlien multiplied by the
conversion factor (ro'4). For example, if the diameter of one (1) plant is equal to 30 inches (2.5 feet), the
canopy would equal 4.9 square feet [2.5 feet' x 0.7854].

Ctiliivation: means the planting, growing, harvesting, drying, processing, or storage of one or more
marijuana plants or any part thcrcofin any outdoor location.
Enforcing Officer: means the Code Enforcement Investigator or the Sheriff, or the authorized deputies or
designecs of either, each of whom is independently authorized to enforce this Code.

Indoor Cultivaiion of Medical Marijuana: cultivation and processing of medical marijuana inside a
residence or detached accessory structure by a qualified patient, or the primary carcgiver on behalf of a
qualified patient, which does not exceed fifty (50) square feet or ten (10) feet in height.

Medical Marijuana: marijuana, including concentrated cannabis or hashish, that has been recommended
to an individual by a licensed physician for the treatment of an illness or disease pursuant to California
Health & Safety 11362.5 et seq.

Marijuana Plant: means any mature or immature male or female marijuana plant, or any marijuana
seedling, imicss otherwise specifically provided herein.

Outdoor(s): means not within an enclosed building, excepting a greenhouse or hoophouse, but instead
on an open and uncovered portion of the properly.

Public Park: means land that is publicly owned or controlled for the purpose of providing recreation
and/or open space for public use.
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Property: shall mean a single, legal parcel. Where conliguous legal parcels are under common
ownership or control, such contiguous legal parcels shall be counted as a single ̂ 'property" for purposes
of this Section.

Personal Use Medical Marijuana: medical marijuana that is cultivated, processed, or stored for a single
qualified patient^s exclusive use.

Pesticides: shall have the same meaning as set fortli in Article 1, Division 6, Section 6000 of the
California Code of Regulations, and Article 1, Division 7, Section 12753 of the Catifomia Food and
Agriculture Code.

Place of Religious Worship: a specially designed structure or consecrated space where individuals or a
group of people such as a congregation come to perform acts of devotion, veneration, or religious study.

Primary Caregiver: an individual designated by the qualified patient who lias consistently assumed
responsibility for the housing, health, or safety of that patient pursuant to statutory and case law.

Qual^ied Patient: a person who has a recommendation for medical marijuana by a California-licensed
physician, and who is entitled to the protections offered by California Health & Safety Code Section
11362.5, and who may or may not have an identification card issued by the State Department of Public
Health identifying the individual as a person aulhorixed to engage in the use of medical marijuana.
School: means an institution of learning for minors, whether public or private, offering a regular course
of instruction as required by the California Education Code. This definition includes a kindergarten,
elementary school, middle or junior high school, senior high school, or any special institution of
education, but it does not include a home school, vocational or professional institution of higher
education, including a community or junior college, college, or university.

School Bus Stop: means any location designated in accordance with California Code of Regulations,
Title 13, section 1238, to receive school buses, as defined in California Vehicle Code section 233,, or
school pupil activity buses, as defined in Vehicle Code section 546.

Traditional Native American Cultural Site: means a place with an association with cultural practices and
beliefs that are rooted in the local tribal history and are important to maintaining the continuity of a
tribal community's traditional beliefs and practices.

55.2.7 Outdoor Residential Cultivation for Personal Use

The County shall not interfere with a qualified patient's outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana for
that patient's personal use outside the coastal zone, so long as the cultivation is in conformance wth this
Code and state law.

In order to eliminate the potential nuisance and health and safety impacts to the greatest extent possible,
outdoor medical marijuana cultivation and processing for personal use on parcels five (5) acres or less in
size shall be in conformance with tiie foliowlhg standards:

55.2.7.1 Parcel size shall be determined in accordance with the definition of "Lot Size" found
under Section 314-147 of the code.
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55.2.7.2 On parcels five (5) acres or less in size, it shall not be deemed a nuisance per se for a
qualified patient to cultivate medical marijuana outdoors for personal use as an alternative to
indoor cultivation, as defined herein, if the following restrictions are adhered to:

55.2.7.2.1 On parcels one (I) acre or smaller in size, the total plant canopy of the medical
marijuana cultivated outdoors may not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in size, nor
may cultivation occur within twenty (20) feet of a property boundary Une; and

55.2.7.2.2 On parcels greater than one (1) acre and up to five (5) acres in size, the total plant
canopy of medical marijuana cultivated outdoors may not exceed two hundred (200)
square feet in size, nor may cultivation occur within fort>' (40) feel of a property
boundary line, where the neighboring parcel is less than five (5) acres in size, or twenty
(20) feet of a property line, where the neighboring parcel is five (5) acres or above In
size; and

55.2.7.2.3 No outdoor cultivation may occur within 600 feet of any School, School Bus Stop,
Public Park, Place of Religious Worship, or Traditional Native American Cultural Site,
so long as these uses existed prior to the outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana in
compliance with this Code; and

55.2.7.2.4 Indoor medical marijuana cultivation may not occur in addition to the outdoor
cultivation provisions described herein; and

55.2.7.2.5 The qualified patient shall not cultivate medical marijuana for his or her personal
use in more than one residence, or detached accessory building, or outdoor cultivation
area within the jurisdiction of the County of Humboldt; and

55.2.7.2.6 Cultivation within a greenhouse or "hoophouse" shall be deemed outdoor
cultivation and subject to the requirements of this Code, including the parcel-size-
specific canopy restrictions and setbacks.

55.2.7.2.7 No effluent, including but not limited to waste products, chemical fertilizers or
pesticides shall be discharged into drains, septic systems, community sewer systems,
water systems or other man-made or natural drainage systems including those that lead
to rivers, streams and bays as a result of indoor or outdoor residential cultivation of
medical marijuana: and

55.2.7.2.8 -The outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana shall not adversely affect the health
or safety of residents, neighbors, or nearby businesses by creating dust, glare, heat,
noise, noxious gasses, odor, smoke, traffic, vibration, or other impacts, or be hazardous
due to use or storage of materials, processes, products or wastes associated with the
cultivation of medical marijuana; and

55.2.7.2.9 Where applicable, private water systems utilized in association with outdoor
cultivation of medical marijuana pursuant to this Code shall comply with Section 1602
of the Fish and Game Code. This includes notification of the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife of associated water diversions to determine whether a Lake and

Streambed Alteration Agreement is necessary. If such an Agreement is required, the
vrater use must comply with all of its tcnns.
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55.2.7.3 On lands within the Shelter Cove community served by the Resort Improvement District,
outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use may only occur by a qualified patient
who occupies a permitted residence located on the same property'that is host to the cullivalipn
activities. If the qualified patient is not the owner of the property, the occupant must be a
leaseholder or lawful occupant who has retained the notarized consent of the property owner,
or tlieir designated agent.

55.2.8 Nuisance Declared; Specialized Abatement Process; Enforcement

55.2.8.1 Any violation of this Section shall be unlawful and constitute a public nuisance per se
and be subject to injunction, abatement, or any other remedy available to the County as
provided by all applicable provisions of law, including the specialized abatement process as
provided for in this Code.

55.2.8.2 Notice to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation. Whenever an Enforcing Officer
determines that a public nuisance as described in this Code exists on any property within the
unincorporated area of Humboldt County he or she is authorized to notify the owner and/or
occupant(s) of the premises through Issuance of a "Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful
Marijuana Cultivation".

55.2.8.2.1 Contents of Notice. The "Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana
Cultivation" shall be in WTiting and shall include the following;

55.2.8.2.1.1 Name of the owner(s) of the property upon which the nuisance exists, as listed in
the records of the county assessor, and any occupanl(s) shall also be identified, if
known; and

55.2.8.2.1.2 A description of the location of such property by its commonly used street
address, giving the name or number of the street, road or highway and the number,
if any, of the property and/or identification of such property by reference to the
assessor's parcel number; and

55.2.8.2.1.3 A statement that medical marijuana cultivation in violation of this Section exists
on the property and therefore such cultivation is a public nuisance per se.

55.2.8.2.1.4 A description of the medical marijuana cultivation in violation of this Section
that exists on the property and the actions required to abate it.

55.2.8.2.1.5 A statement that the owner and/or occupant is required to abate the identified
violations of this Code within fourteen (14) calendar days after the date that said
Notice was served.

55.2.8.2.1.6 A statement that the owner and/or occupant may, witJiin ten (10) calendar days
after the date that said Notice was served, make a request in writing to the Clerk of
the Board of Supervisors for a hearing to appeal the determination of the Enforcing
Officer that the conditions existing constitute a public nuisance, or to show other
cause why those conditions should not be abated in accordance with the provisions
of this Section.

Page 24 bF29



55.2.8.2.1.7 A slaiement that, unless the owner and/or occupant abates the unlawful
marijuana cultivation, or requests a hearing before the Board of Supervisors, within
the lime prescribed in the Notice, the Enforcing OfUcer will abate the nuisance. It
shall also generally describe the abatement costs, including administrative costs,
and provide notice that a special assessment may be added to the County
assessment roll and become a lien on the real property, or be placed on the
unsecured tax roll if such costs are unpaid.

55.2.8.3 Service of Notice. The "Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation"
("Notice and Order") shall be served by delivering it personally to the owner and/or to the
occupant, or by mailing it by regular United States mail, together with a certificate of mailing,
to the owner and/or occupant of the propeny at the address thereof, and to any non-occupying
owner at his or her address as it appears on the last equalized a.ssessment roll and by posting a
copy of the Notice and Order on the real properly upon which the nuisance exists as follows:
copies of the Notice and Order shall be posted along tlic frontage of the subject property and at
such other locations on the property reasonably likely to provide notice to the owner. In no
event shall fewer than two (2) copies of the Notice and Order be posted on a property pursuant
to this section.

55.2.8.3.1 The date of service is deemed to be the date of deposit in the mail, personal
delivery, or posting, as applicable.

55.2.8.4 Administrative Review.

55.2.8.4.1 Any person upon whom a Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana
Cultivation has been served may appeal the determination of the Enforcing Officer that
the conditions set forth in the Notice and Order constitute a public nuisance to the Board
of Supervisors, or may show cause before the Board of Supervisors why those
conditions should not be abated in accordance with the provisions of this Section. Any
such administrative review shall be commenced by filing a written request for a hearing
with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors within ten (10) calendar days after the date
that said Notice and Order was served. The written request shall include a statement of
all facts supporting the appeal. The time requirement for filing such a written request
shall be deemed jurisdiclional and may not be waived. In the absence of a timely filed
written request that complies fully with the requirements of this Section, the findings of
the Enforcing Officer contained in the Notice and Order shall become final and
conclusive on the eleventh day following service of the Notice and Order.

55.2.8.4.2 Upon timely receipt of a written request for hearing which complies with the
requirements of this Section, the Cleric of the Board of Supervisors shall set a hearing
date not less than seven (7) days or more than thirty (30) days from the date the request
was filed. The Clerk shall send written notice of the hearing date to the requesting party,
to any other parties upon whom the Notice and Order was served, and to the Enforcing
Officer.

55.2.8.4.3 Any hearing conducted pursuant to this Section need not be conducted according to
technical rules relating to evidence, witnesses and hearsay. Any relevant evidence shall
be admitted if it is the sort of evidence on which responsible persons are acciLstomed to
rely in the conduct of serious affairs regardless of the existence of any common law or
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statutory rule which might mcdtc improper the admission of the evidence over objection
in civil actions. The Board of Supervisors has discretion to exclude evidence if its
probative value is substantially outweighed by the probability that its admission will
necessitate undue consumption of time.

55.2.8.4.4 The Board of Supervisors may continue the administrative hearing from time to
time.

55.2.8.4.5 Ihe Board of Super\'isors shall consider the matter de novo. and may affirm,
reverse, or modify the determinations contained in the Notice and Order. The Board of
Supervisors shall issue a written decision in the form of a resolution, which shall include
findings relating to the existence or nonexistence of the nuisance, as well as findings
concerning the propriety and means of abatement of the nuisance conditions set forth in
the Notice and Order. Such decision shall be mailed to the party requesting the hearing,
any other parties upon whom the Notice and Order was served, and the Enforcing
Officer.

55.2.8.4.6 The decision of the Board of Supervisors shall be final and conclusive on the date it
is made.

55.2.8.5 Liability for Costs.

55.2.8.5.1 In any enforcement action brought pursuant to this Section, whether by administrative or
judicial proceedings, each person who causes, permits, suffers, or maintains the unlawful
marijuana cultivation to exist shall be liable for all costs incuircd by the County, including, but
not limited to, administrative costs, and any and all costs incurred to undertake, or to cause or
compel any responsible party to undertake, any abatement action in compliance with the
requirements of this Section, whether those costs are incurred prior to, during, or following
enactment of this Section.

55.2.8.5.2 In any action by the Enforcing OlTcer to abate unlawful marijuana cultivation under this
Section, whether by administrative proceedings or judicial proceedings, the prevailing party
shall be entitled to a recovery of the reasonable attorney's fees incurred. Recovery of attorneys'
fees under this Code shall be limited to those actions or proceedings in which the County
elects, at the initiation of that action or proceeding, to seek recovery of its own attorney's fees.
In no action, administrative proceeding, or special proceeding shall an award of attorneys' fees
to a prevailing party exceed the amount of reasonable attorneys' fees incurred by the County in
the action or proceeding.

55.2.8.6 Abatement by Owner or Occupant. Any owner or occupant may abate the unlawful
marijuana cultivation or cause h to be abated at any time prior to commencement of statement by
the enforcing officer.

55.2.8.7 Enforcement. Whenever the Enforcing Officer becomes aware that an owner or occupant has
failed to abate any unlawful marijuana cultivation within fourteen (14) days of the dale of service
of the Notice and Order, unless timely appealed, or of the dale of the decision of the Board of
Supervisors requiring such abatement, the Enforcing Officer may take one or more of the
following actions:
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55.2.8.7.1 Enter upon the property and abate the nuisance. The Enforcing Officer may apply to a
court of competent jurisdiction for a warrant authorizing entry upon the property for purposes
of undertaking the abatement work, if necessary; and/or

55.2.8.7.2 Request that the County Counsel commence a civil action to redress, enjoin, and abate
the public nuisance.

55.2.8.8 Accounting. The Enforcing Officer shall keep an account of the cost of every abatement
carried out and shall render a report in writing, itemized by parcel, to the Board of Supervisors
showing the cost of abatement and the administrative costs for each parcel.

55.2.8.9 Notice of Hearing on Accounting; Waiver by Payment. Upon receipt of the account of the
Enforcing Officer, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall deposit a copy of the account
pertaining to the property of each owner in the mail addressed to the owner and include therewith
a notice informing the owner that, at a date and time not less than five (5) business days after the
date of mailing of the notice, the Board of Supervisors will meet to review the account and that
the owner may appear at said time and be heard. The owner may waive the hearing on the
accounting by paying the cost of abatement and the cost of administration to the Enforcing
Officer prior to the time set for the hearing by the Board of Supervisors. Unless otherwise
expressly stated by the owner, payment of the cost of abatement and the cost of administration
prior to said hearing shall be deemed a waiver of the right thereto and an admission that said
accounting is accurate and reasonable.

55.2.8.10 Hearing on Accounting.

55.2.8.10.1 At the time fixed, the Board of Supervisors shall meet to review the report on the
accounting by the Enforcing Officer. An owner may appear at said lime and be heard on
whether the accounting, so far as it pertains to the cost of abating a nuisance upon the land of
the owner, is accurate and the amounts reported reasonable. The cost of administration shall
also be reviewed.

55.2.8.10.2 The report and the accounting of the Enforcing Officer shall be admitted into evidence.
The owner shall bear the burden of proving that the accounting is not accurate and
reasonable.

55.2.8.10.3 Modifications. The Board of Supervisors shall make such modifications in the
accounting as it deems necessary and thereafter shall confirm the report by resolution.

55.2.8.10.4 Special Assessment and Lien. The Board of Supervisors may order that the cost of
abating nuisances pursuant to this Section and the administrative costs as confirmed by the
Board be placed upon the County tax roll by the County Auditor as special assessments
against the respective parcels of land, or placed on the unsecured roll, pursuant to section
25845 of the Govemmenl Code; provided, however, that the cost of abatement and the cost
of administration as finally determined shall not be placed on the tax roll if paid in full prior
to entry of said costs on the tax roll. The Board of Supervisors may also cause notices of
abatement lien to be recorded against the respective parcels of real property pursuant to
section 25845 of the Government Code.
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55.2.8.11 Enforcement by Civil Action. As an alternative to the procedures set forth in this Section the
County may abate the violation of this Section by the prosecution of a civil action through the
Office of the County Counsel, including an action for injunctive relief. The remedy of injunctive
relief may take the form of a court order, enforceable through civil contempt proceedings,
prohibiting the maintenance of the violation of this Section or requiring compliance with other
terms.

55.2.8.12 No Duty to Enforce. Nothing in this Section shall be construed as imposing on the enforcing
officer or the County of Humboldt any duty to issue an Notice and Order, nor to abate any unlawful
marijuana cultivation, nor to take any other action with regard to any unlawful marijuana
cultivation, and neither the enforcing officer nor the County of Humboldt shall be held liable for
failure to issue an order to abate any unlawful marijuana cultivation, nor for failure to abate any
unlawful marijuana cultivation, nor for failure to lake any other action with regard to any unlawful
marijuana cultivation.

55.2.8.13 Remedies Cumulative. All remedies provided for herein are cumulative and not exclusive,
and are in addition to any other remedy or penalty provided by law. Nothing in this Section shall be
deemed to authorize or permit any activity that violates any provision of state or federal law.

55.2.8.14 Other Nuisance. Nothing in this Section shall be construed as a limitation on the County's
authority to abate any nuisance which may otherwise exist from the planting, growing, harvesting,
tltying, processing or storage of marijuana plants or any part thereof from any location, indoor or
outdoor, including from within a fully enclosed and secure building.

55.2.9 Best Practices

The following guidelines are advisory and represent "good neighbor" cultivation practice
recommendations designed to insure compatibility with adjacent land uses, medicine safety, and
responsible environmental stewardship,

55.2.9.1 Low Odor Strains. To alleviate the potential the potential for unwelcome odors escaping
beyond the properly and affecting neighboring residents during the flowering period, cultivation
of low odor strains is recommended.

55.2.9.2 Greenhouses. If cultivating within a greenhouse, invest in a permanent greenhouse with a
poured concrete or similar foundation, walls and roof made using tempered glass or other
similarly durable solid material, and a filtration system to minimize odors.

55.2.9.3 Water Supply. To reduce potential impacts on neighboring rivers and streams and the
fish and wildlife that depend on these ecosystems, cultivating using water from a municipal
source or rain catchment system. If a private water system must be used, maintain sufficient
water storage capacity to satisfy or supplement watering needs during the driest months, July
15^ through November P'.

55.2.9.4 Potential Toxics. Avoid use of chemicals and other potentially harmliil substances on or
near medical marijuana or the area where medical marijuana is being cultivated. Grow, process,
and store medical marijuana in as "organic" and safe a fashion as possible to reduce potential
adverse effects during use by medical patients who are ill and may have compromised immune
systems.
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55.2.9.5 Best Practices. Review and consider implementing the recommendations contained in
Best Management Practices -Northern Calilbmia Farmer's Guide.

SECTION 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective as to Sections 3 and 4
(Regulations Outside the Coastal Zone) thirt>' (30) days after its passage. This ordinance shall become
effective as to Sections I and 2 (Regulations Inside the Coastal Zone) immediately upon certification by
the California Coastal Commission. A summary shall be published at least five (5) days before the date
set for adoption and again fifteen (15) days after passage of this ordinance. It shall be published at least
once with the names of the Board of Supervisors voting for and against the ordinance in a newspaper of
general circulation published in the County of Humboldt, State of California.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 28"* day of October, 2014 on the following vote, to wit

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT: Supervisors

Supervisors Sundberg, Lovelace, Bohn, Fennell, Bass
Supervisors

HN, Chair of the Board of Supervisors of
the County of I lumboldl. Slate of California

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
of the County of Humboldt, State of Cdifomia

By:
Ana Hartwell. Deputy
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October 13th, 2016 imnrT 1 ̂
\CP Qnk Ronald Meyers

3521 Spear Ave

^  Arcata, Ca. 95521

AP# 522-311-060

Kathy Hayes
Clerk of the Board

825 5th St. Room 111

Eureka, Ca 95501

Kathy,
I would like to request a hearing before the board of supervisors to appeal the

compliance notification served on my property, AP# 522-311-060, on October 6th, 2016.
I am currently reducing my canopy to comply with section 314-55.2.7.2.2 , but would like
to be heard before the board. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Ron Meyers

707-834-4391

meyers@suddenlink.net



COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
NOTICE AND ORDER TO ABATE UNLAWFUL MARIJUANA CULTTVATION

IN THE INLAND ZONE ; '

; Name of Property Ownerfe^: Ronald and Debra Mevisra ■ ^

Property 0ccupant(8) (if known): ! .

Property Sitas: 69 fe-ewnv Tjitiq, Willed CrsftTc- nglifhrpia: AP# 522-811-060

•Medical xnar^uana cultivation in violation of Humboldt County Code sections 31^55.2
' ' et seq, exists on the above identified parcel(s).

Such: cultivation is a nuisance per se subject to the expedited abatement procedures
described'in sections 314-66.2.8.

Specifically the outdoor cultivatioiL of medical marijuana on the above-identified parcels is in
•  .yiolationof:

'  □ 814-55.2.7.2.1 - Total plant canopy exceeding one hundred (100) square feet on a parcel-one
(1) acre or smaller.

-  - ■ III 314-55.2.7.2.1 - Cultivation of medical marijuana oh a parcel one (1) acre or smaller occurring ■
within twenty (20) fe,et of a property boimdary line.

IS 314-65.2.7.2.2 - Total plant canopy exceeding two hundred (200) square feet on a parcel
.  ' between one (1) acre and five (5) acres in size.

.d 814-55.2.7,2.2 - Oiiltivation of medical marijuana on a parcel between one (1) acre and five (6) .
acres in size occuzzing within twenty (20) &et of a property boundary linei when the neighboring

■ parcel is five (5) acres or larger.

□ 314-55,2.7.2.2 - Cultivation of medical marijuana on a parcel between one (1) acre and five (5)
acres in size occurrmg within forty (40) feet of a property boundary line, when the neighbormg

' parcel is less than five (5) acres in size.

■ - □ 314-55.2.7.2.3 -.Cultivation occurring within 600 feet of any school, school bus stop, public
' park, place of religious worship, or traditional native American cultural site.

. □ 31-4-55^2.7.2.4-Indoor cultivation occurring in addition to the outdoor cultivation.

'  □ 814755.2.7.2.6 - Cultivation of medical marijuana in more than one residence, detached ;
accessed building or outdoor cultivation area y^thin the jurieifictioh of Humboldt .County. '



. □ 314-55.2.7.2.7 - Effluent, induding but not limited to waste products, (iemical fertilizers or
pesticides discharged'into drains, septic systems, community sewer ^sterns, water systems, or
other man-made or natural drainage systems, induding those that lead to rivers, streams, and

, . bays as a result of indoor or outdoor medical marijuana cultivation.

□ 314-55.2.7.2.8 — Outdoor medical marijuana cultivation adverse^ affecting the health or
safety or residents,'neighbors, or nearby businesses by creating dust, glare, heat, noise, noxious
gasses, odor, smoke, -tra£5c, vibration,-or other impacts.

■ ' 814-55.2.7.2.8 — Outdoor medical ma^'uana cultivation, that is deemed hazardous due to the
use or storage of matenalsj -processes, products, or wastes associated with the Gultivatidn.

n 314-55.2;7,2,9 — Private water system used in association with the .outdoor cultivation of
medical marguana-that is not in compliance with section 1602 of tb,e Fish and Game Code and/or'
failure to notify the California Department of ̂ h and Wildlife of associated water-diversions to
determine if a Lake and Streambed Alternation Agreement is necessary.

. □ 314-55.2.7.3 — Outdoor cultivation on property without a permitted residence within the'
■ Shelter Cove-Kesort Improvement District.

. D 314-5'5.2.7.3 -.Outdoor cultivatioE by a qualified patient'on property within the Shelter Cove
Resort: Improvement District where the permitted residence is not occupied by the property

.  . owner, or by a leaseholder or .lawful occvq}ant who furnishes the notarized conseut of the
-.property owner or their agent fer the occupant to reside on the property and cultivate medical

. marijuana.

. Action(3) required to abate the violation of the County Code; - ' .

'  Reduce thft yitwount of lender cultivation to 200 square feet of canonv or less.

■^e Property Owner and/or Occupant is required to abate the identified violations as
described above wltbin fourteen (14) calendar days afeer the date this notice is iserved.

.-'Please notify the Gounty of your abatement efforts so that the County can confirm the
abatement and dismiss this Notice and Order.

RIGHT TO APPEAL (314-55.2.8.4)
^The Property Owner and/or Occupant mav. within ten (10) calendar davs after the
date this notice is served makfi a request in writing to the Clerk of the Board of
iSnpervisors for a hearing to anneal the determination that the conditions on the ■



property violate the above enumerated sections of the Connty Code or to show other
cause why those conditions should not be abated. This written request for an appeal
must include a statement of all facts supuortingthe flppeal. ^ .

LIABILITy FOR COSTS OF UNPAID ABATEMENT (314^5.2,8.5)
If the Property CHraer and/or Occupant fails to timely abate the above identified
violation's) or request an. appeal hearing^ the Enforcing OfScer will abate the
nuisance. If unp^d by the Property Owner and/or the' Occnpfint) such costs of
abatement, including'administrative costs AND A^OBNE'PS FEES, may be'made a
special assessments added to the County^s-Assessm^t Roll and become a lien on the
xeal property, or may be placed on the.'Unsecmtien ta# roll.

Date:

Eodfo Ofacer

/

r.

3
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e  ̂ fromfcfly;: or □ a dedaiation of mailing Is attached,(b/ Lj I atlacii a declaration oftniiflance-btallng actions taken first to attempt perrona! servit^-

-  •• • • rv;-'.?p«8!iiwa-,rj.
Fanti AtfcntedlbrMmdsificv Ubb
' MUOeuaa efCtflfomia
POSO10msv.Jul/1.20(M| *

MMtiOean^ fitsenCfeif ftms'TM

PROOF OF SERVICE OF SUMMONS Cotffl of CM Proceifin,{4t7.')o



PMUrniFF/PErmONER:. CODE ENFORCEMENT UNIT

DEFENDANTmESPONPEWn (^ONfrLfl V "PePirfZA c.
c. Q bymall and acknowledgment ofrecelptrfaenrice. I malted thodocumente listed fn Item 2 to the party to the :

address shown in Item 4, byfifBt-class mall, postage prepaid,• . . .
(1) .. . . \
(3) □wtthtwocwpiescrftheWoffcsenrf/ctooiW^ff/ijemof/tecB/prandapostageiwidreta^ :

tomB.fA«achcoff^p/0/edNo!ic©andAclmoyde(teementofRece!pt)(CDde;q|v:Rfoc;,§415.3O.) . . ' .(4) □ to an address outside Callfbrida with retum.recelpt requested^ (Code Civ. piw.,§ 415.40.) . . . .
Opy^thermoanB mans of sen/lco and authori^ng code section):

.  a AMItlona] page describing service is attached.
■6. The "Notice (0 the Pereon Served" (on tiresurnmdns)'wa8 completed as follows:

a. O as an IndMdua! defsndanL
b. □ as tiie person sued underthe fictitious name of(^>ec^5^: . i - v . .' . , . r

;  c. □ as.occupant . - •• • • -
.  d. □ OnbehalfofCspera^;: ■. -< • -.. r-, -vv.

.  underthefbllowlngCodeofCMlProced.ure.abpton:. , , . • . ,> ...

S  ̂ .(business organization, form unknovm)/LJ 416.20 (defunct corporafaon) □ 416.60 (minor) . . .. .. .
Q 416.30 Oolnt stock company/association) □ 416.70 (ward or conservatee)
.□ 416.40(associationorpartnersWp) □416.90(aumorfzedpeiBon) - . . .
□ 416.50(publicentity) .Vo/O.^IS^Copcupanft, ^

'  * .i • ' □'otoen }. ,- '0
•7. Personwho.senredpapeia' v.v.-v-:i. .v.'-1 'i
.  . ..a. Name: Jeff; Cornier - . ■ ..a-

■  b." Address: 825 Fifth Street
.  a Telephonenumben 475-2429 •
•. d The fee for service was: $ 0.00 /V ••

B. lam:.' -.. -.".v. - v. •.

.(1) a not a registered Callfomla process serverp) (Oaxemptftoinr^lstration under Business and Professions Code section 22350(bji
(3) • Q raQistered Catifomla process server: ^ ; r.r i .

(1)' □ owner empioyM ̂  a independent contractor. •
00 Registration No.; . . . . ^ .. ^
0^0 County: ^ : v - '

8..- □ J^jtodareundefpen^pfpei^iryunder^j^o^
0. CJl^aCailfornlaslrerfffornrarshatahdlcertiVthattheforiEigbingtebdearklc^ '

Jeff Conner



1—"* v.- ; . -.: -Dn«.n4A

•AllUKNb*UHHAHiyWllH0UTAT70RNEV(NoBftatoBarmanto;»Kr««Bsrf;
-CODE ENFORCEMENT DNIT ; • = . . ..' . J "

.  . COUNTY OP JHDMfiOIiDT ..v. : . . . ' ; . \.v'
..825, FIFTH STREET,-ROOM 110
EDREK^/-cA'i 'sssoi"^ ' .''. .. '"■''l

.THEPHONENO.: (707) 476-2429 • FAXNp.rcjjBbfis^i (767} 445-6297
&M«LAffl3RESSrDpfibBa9;
ATTORNEV FOR ■■ •• '

PORCOURTUSSOftLY

SUPERIOR COURT OF Cil^mpRNIA, COUNTY OF HUMBOJjDT
'  SIFEETAOCmESSr . .x ' " '

"MAOWG ADDRESS:

-..-^CTV/yozfPcpDE •• vr . f-.- .b-.;' .,,. y
BRANCNNAME:'

•-, ""■ i ^ ' V iPLAINnFF/PEimONER: CODE ENFORCEMENT DNIT '

defendant/respondent: ^
casen;^^';

. '• • •. .•

PROOF OF SERVICE OF SUMMONS- R^NaorRtaNo.: • .. • . < •.

\ioceo~T7:- T
w« VM f w|ua«w ruf Vow# flofiy oWVou*^

•  -1. Atthetfniepf8ervIceIwasatleai5t18y)rarsof^eandnotapartyfothisacUon. . . . . .. .
2. . I served copies bf: •'.' •••■•'' ^

a  I I eiinnmnnoai. Q summons
b. □ complamt
c. □ Alternative Kspute Resoliirtion (ADR) package *
d. □ Civil Case Cover Sheet (serveiii  n' (hm/jiex t^ses only)
e. ' * *-• *
f.

cross-compfafnt^ofherfspecsydoaimgnts):. ^o~Il£

*C;.

3. a.

. T TO /hflTE.
P3rtfa^ed(specflynamdof.partyasshownm^^^ignisserv^l^

4.

5.

b. Person served: party In Item 3a □ other ̂ spec^ name and ns/at/orisft7p to t/je party named ^

Mdress where the party was wrved:

,. ,b^ .
I ser>tod the party ̂ check propera. □ bypereonalservfceJperrorialtydejiverBd.thedocunfiei^llstedlnitemZ.tothftparty.or.peisona

-• recehreaervtceofpriwi08SfOTtheparty(1)biT(i^ ' "(2)atflymeJ- ' 'b. □by8«bsfltufed_^^ca0nrrfate;^ atrtrme;: iIoftthedo™rnen;sr.sled-lnifimi2Uhor
ln.theprBS8rK»of(bameandtffteorrB/effonsft/ptopefsw?/r7dricafed/ntem3b;:' ^ .. o r

\  A _ . ■ '
(1) Q(bus!nes8)aper8orT;atleast1ffyeareofageBpparanttyInchargoattheofficeorusualpjac8;ofbusInd®

.  P6'®>n.t6 be servecL I Informed him or her of the general nature of the papers
(2) □(hoine)acompetentm^berofthehousehqld(at!east18year8ofag8)atthedweinngho(iseorusual •

placeofabodeofthe^rty.ifnformedhlmorherQfthepengralnafurBnffhAi^pgn(3) a (physical address unkncnyn) a person at least 18 years of age apparenily ih ch^e ̂  the usual millng
address of ttie person to be. served, other than a United States Postal Service post office box. I Informed
him orh'erofthe general nature ofthe papers. "(4). □ I theraafter malted (by flrst-daae, postage prepaid) coptes of the documerits to the person to be served

■ atthe^whBr0theco(riBSW8r0left(CodBCilv.Pn)c.,§415.2(}).lmaiIedthedocumentson
r~i fSwti ,1 ' ii ■ it- _x JI.T or □ a declaration of mailing is attached..  (5) Ul I attach a declaration ofdmgenceetatlng actions taken first to attempt perMrialseiyl^.

PROOFOF SERVICE OF SUMMONS ^ ^ codedrcMr^^i^"'
UartitOeaifaetseiiUFomts'^



.  r.PlJU^mfTmmONER COpE enforcement. DNIT... .—r~

DEFENDAttfrmESPQNDEWr: ^ [iQgVa?. ̂
CASEIAAeSt

;  .a □bymalfandacknwIadgmQntofrecelptofsenrfce.lmanedthedocuriwhfen^dlnttBiri^ztptte
address shown In Hem 4, by fii^-class man, po^e prepaid, •
(1) onfdafe;: {i) fmm (dfy) :'
(3) □vdthtwocoples<rftheAfoffc0a/id/lcftnovtf(Mfflmenfof/?ece/pfar!dapo8tage-pardr©tumenveIop0addrBSsed '

to niB.^4/fe(rfrcompfefedNotIcsaridAclmoy^ledg0r^eiitofRcffi8lpt)(CodaCiv.PrpcM§415m).!.(4) □ to an address outdda California vdlh return rikelptr^est^. (Code civ. Proc;, § 415^.) : -. d- |3 byothorrnsan»(Specflymeansofsen4ceam/BUiftorfefoffc(Kfesecff6n):

■  feofte^ -tioo (iDPie^
lC>./(bf'2oc^ AT 1540 -^vr^ • ••• ■ . -i.

C3 Additional page desr^blng service is atte^ed.
i6. "n»e •Notice to the Person Served" (on the summons).wa^ dorhpIeied.a8 ifollows: ' ; •=<•

a« H as an individual defendant. ..
b. □ as the person sued under the fictitious name of («5Dec/jy>:

as occupant
■ ; -d. □ On behalf of C^pecfly/:

underthefbllovdr^ Code of CM! Procedure s^on:
. ■ □ 4ie.10.(qorporaapn) '' ' - . ■ . □ 415.95JbWnBS8oigafilzatrori.ifon^
U 416.20 (defunct corporab'on) > □ 416.60 (minor).
□ 416.30 0olnt stock companyfessoclation) □ 416.70(wardarcGn5ervatee)

. Q 416.40 (associatfon or partnership) Q 416.90 (authorized person) .
O 416.60 (public entity) •. □•415.46 (opwpant> ^

Q'dtfien ■
.7. Person who 8e.iyedpapere.; -.o', • -X-

•  a. Name:Jeff Comer • . '/ .
b.-Address: 825 Eifth S£r^f ■ ■■ .v
0. Telephone number 476-2429
d. The fee for service was: $ 0.00 V'-.-- •••■ • T) j iVvocv^i

.  ̂ latn;, .. • , .. ..... •;
; (1) Q not a feglstered Califbmla process server.

(2) 123 exempt fifomr^lstrafion under Business and ProfBsslons Code section 22350(b)i
(3) .(□ ri^Istered CaRlbmla process server: .^rn-r.

(!) □owner □employee, □indeperidantcontractor. \
•  00' Regtetration No.: . v /.-j i ' ,-..

.  ("0 Coun^ ..V. vV:
S...- □ I declare imder penalty of perjury und'dr the lavire of the sfete bf.Cdrifo.rn is trub and Mrr^.'

.9.. □iamaCaffito'nrlasherfffwrilaiahal.grTdlcerllftrthattheforBgoirig • " -

Jeff Conner """

■■ '. .;•• ." v •• = j*.' • -- •; ••'. . i .ii
t.ff.i (sjart'lUteJ- ... . 5

.s , ■•: . .. .. •.... . ".V . ^ "• ' ." .. . .v!, :/•

;  .j . . .....

.. :. .. • ■ •. •• • ( . • . ' > . . ■

•
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
MS 5™ STREET

EUREKA. CAUR>RNIAeS501-11SS PHONE (707) 476-2^ FAX (707) 449-7299

October 13,2016

Ronald and Debra Meyers

3521 Spear Avenue

Aicaia, CA 95521

Re: Appeal Hearing for Ronald and Debra Meyers - APN 522-311-060

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Meyers:

Our office received your request dated October 13. 2016 for a hearing to appeal the
determination of the Code Enforcement Officer's Notice and Order to Abate lJnla>vful Marijuana

Cultivation in the Inland zone, located at 69 Fireway Lane, Willow Creek. California: APN #522-

311-060.

Per Section 55.2.8.4.2 of Ordinance #2523 (related to the outdoor cultivation of medical

marijuana for personal use on parcels five acres or less in size), I am writing to inform you that

the Clerk of the Board's office has scheduled the requested appeal hearing for Tuesday, October

25,2016 at 9:00 a.m. or as soon thereafier as the hearing can be heard, in the Board of
Supervisors Chambers (l" Floor) located at 825 5*^ Street, Eureka, CA 95501.

In addition, per section 55.2.8.4.2,1 have also forwarded a written copy of this letter to the Code
Enforcement Officer (Jeff Conner) as official notification of the above schedule hearing.

Sincerely.

Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board

County of! lumboldl

/kh

cc: Jeff Conner. Code Enforcement Officer



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Certified copy of portion of proceedings, Meeting of October 25,2016

RESOLUTION NO. 16-125

RESOLUTION TO UPHOLD THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S DETERMINATION

TO THE NOTICE AND ORDER TO ABATE UNLAWFUL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION;
PROPERTY OWNERS: RONALD AND DEBRA MEYERS

WHEREAS, On October 6,2016, property owners, Ronald and Debra Meyers (APN 522-311 -
060), on property located at 69 Fireway Lane, Willow Creek, CA was served a County of Humboldt
Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation in the Inland Zone, pursuant to Humboldt
County Code, sections, on the above identified parcel(s); and

WHEREAS, total plant canopy exceeding two hundred (200) square feet on a parcel between
one (1) acre and five (5) acres in size, is a nuisance and subject to the expedited abatement procedures
described in sections 314-55.2.7.2.2 of the Humboldt County Code; and

WHEREAS, per Humboldt County Code, Section 313-55.2.8.4.1 and 313-55.2.8.4.2, any
person upon whom a Notice and Order to Abate Unlawful Marijuana Cultivation has been served may
appeal the determination of the Enforcing Officer to the Board of Supervisors upon timely receipt of a
written request. The written request must be received by the Clerk of the Board's office within ten (10)
calendar days after the date that said Notice and Order was served; and

WHEREAS, on October 13, 2016, the Clerk of the Board's office received a written request to
appeal the Code Enforcement Officer's Determination on the above Notice and Order to Abate; and

WHEREAS, the Clerk of the Board set the hearing date for October 25, 2016 in accordance
wdth section 313-55.2.8.4.2 that a hearing be set for a date not less than seven (7) days or more than
thirty (30) days fi-om the date the request was filed; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors held an administrative hearing on October 25,2016 and
considered the issues raised in the appeal, the submitted evidence and testimony, and staff
recommendations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, DETERMINED, AND ORDERED by the
Humboldt County Board of Supervisors:

1. That the appeal has been denied and the Notice and Order to abate is in effect and must be
complied with within fourteen (14) days from the date of this hearing; and

2. That the action required to abate the violation of the County Code is to reduce the amount of
marijuana under cultivation to 200 square feet of canopy or less, and establish a 40-foot setback
between cultivation area and adjacent property boundaries; and

3. That if the property owner and/or occupant fails to timely abate the above identified
violation(s) the Code Enforcement Officer will abate the nuisance. If unpaid by the property
owner and/or occupant, such costs of abatement, including administrative costs and attorney's
fees, may be made a special assessment, added to the County's Assessment Roll and become a
lien on the real property, or may be placed on the unsecured tax roll; and

4. That the Appellant and/or Property Owner/Occupant notify the Code Enforcement Officer of
abatement efforts so that the County can confirm the abatement and dismiss the Notice and
Order.

Dated: October 25,2016

MARK LOVELACE, Chair
Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Certified copy of portion of proceedings. Meeting of October 25,2016

RESOLUTION NO. 16-125

Adopted on motion by Supervisor Fennell, seconded by Supervisor Sundberg, and the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors Sundberg, Fennell, Lovelace, Bohn, Bass
NAYS: Supervisors
ABSENT: Supervisors
ABSTAIN: Supervisors

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
County of Humboldt )

I, KATHY HAYES, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Humboldt, State of California, do
hereby certify the foregoing to be an original made in the above-entitled matter by said Board of
Supervisors at a meeting held in Eureka, California.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed the Seal of said Board of

Supervisors.

By ANA HARTWELL
Deputy Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Humboldt, State of California
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