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McClenagan, Laura

From: Mark Chaet <chaetmark@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:52 AM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Arcata Bottoms cannabis grow

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It has come to my attention that there are plans for a very large commercial cannabis grow business somewhere in 
the area of the Arcata Bottoms. 
 
I am pro-business and pro-cannabis.  I have no association with any businesses, cannabis or non-cannabis, however. 
 
It is my hope that sufficient study has been done, and that there are adequate laws and/or rules in place that deal 
with water usage (quantity and source) and use of and disposal of pesticides and other waste products from such a 
commercial venture. 
 
Thank you. 
 
mark chaet 
707 840 6070 
427 Bayside Court, #B, Arcata CA 95521 
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Monica Simms <monicasimms@psychotherapist.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:54 AM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Arcata Land Co application #12255

TO PUBLIC ZONING 
ARCATA LAND CO APPLICATION # 12255 
HEARING DATE:  3/18/21 
 
 
ONE MILLION SQUARE FOOT INDUSTRIAL CANNABIS GROW 
 
As residence of the Arcata Bottoms we have deep concerns and OPPOSE the large Cannabis grow proposed for this valued 
agricultural land: 
 
 

1. PESTICIDES:  Used in the grow will impact leaching into the water table impacting the Marsh and wildlife and all of us living 
near the area as well.  We don’t want to have these dangerous pesticides in our environment impacting the health of anyone 
living here, our pets and the food we grow in our gardens.  THERE ARE CONCERNS THAT THE STRENGTH OF THE 
PESTICIDES CREATE A FOG THAT LINGERS IN THE AIR AND MAY BE THE CAUSE OF FORESTS DYING IN EUROPE 
AND AMERICA 

2. AIR QUALITY:   These large grows put off a stench that will permeate the area and has impacted the HEALTH of residence 
who live near large grows in the Santa Barbara area with reported complaints of eyes watering, headaches, tightness in the 
chest.  The actual longterm impact on health may not be known at this time from ongoing  exposure. 

3. LOSS OF NATURAL BEAUTY:  There will be the equivalent of 17 football fields of plastic covering some of the most beautiful 
land in the area.   

4. LIGHT POLLUTION: The night sky will be lit up from the glow of the intense lights used and this will be seen for miles around. 
5. LOSS OF PRIME AG LAND:  70,000 SQ FT of AG land will be covered with concrete for structures as well as 23 acres of AG 

land covers with hoop houses and leveled using sand which will impact the soil.  
6. SCHOOLS AND UNKNOWN IMPACT ON CHILDREN:  There are 4 schools within a 1-mile radius of the huge grow.  We have 

no idea how the off gassing of the grow the huge use of pesticides will impact them as they play out side.   
7. INCREASED TRAFFIC AND NOISE:    With all of the proposed projects to be built, there will be 1,000 additional trips/day at 

Alliance and Foster.  There will be fans running day and night with no consideration for how it will impact people living in the 
area or the impact on wildlife.   

8. DEVALUATION OF PROPERTY VALUSE AND QUALITY OF LIFE:  The ARCATA BOTTOMS  are a place of beauty and are 
to be cherished. We love living here.  The diversity of wildlife is a big draw.  We have people coming into the area just to go 
birdwatching. This kind of tourism has little environment impact and brings money to our area.   Due to the loss of the beauty 
of the land, the pollution by the grow we will see our property values decrease.  Who would want to purchase property close to 
these grows or consider this place as a destination of natural beauty? 

9. WATER USAGE:  It is estimated that over 26 million gallons of water will be used each year in this project.  This will deeply 
impact local wells and cause salt water intrusion.  With water quality already a global issues shouldn’t we be very concerned 
about this?  Protecting our water resources must be prioritized.   

 
WE DEMAND AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REVIEW IS DONE TO SEE THE REAL IMPACT THESE PROPOSED LARGE 
GROWS WILL HAVE ON OUR COMMUNITY. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Residence of the Windsong Community: 
 
Monica Simms 
John Helie 
Lynn and Ron Erickson 
Bonita and Bob Peck 
Caryn Lowe 
Sondra Sommer 
Kiernan and Joy Powers 
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Yandell, Rodney
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:16 AM
To: McClenagan, Laura
Subject: FW: Cannabis Grow in Arcata....

From: Ford, John 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 7:25 AM 
To: Yandell, Rodney  
Subject: FW: Cannabis Grow in Arcata.... 

John H. Ford 
Director 
Planning and Building Department

From: Wilson, Mike <Mike.Wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 6:46 AM 
To: Ford, John
Subject: Fwd: Cannabis Grow in Arcata.... 

Mike Wilson P.E. 
Humboldt County Supervisor, District 3 
(707) 476‐2393

Sent from cell phone. 

From: Bob Brown <bob@perabrown.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:55:00 PM 
To: Wilson, Mike <Mike.Wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Subject: Cannabis Grow in Arcata....  

Re: A hearing of the Hum., Co., Planning and Building Dept., on Thursday, 18 March 2021.  For “Arcata Land Co., 
application # 12255.” 

Dear Supervisor Wilson: 

I live at the Humboldt Plaza apartment complex, the address is: 2575 Alliance Rd., Arc.  I DO NOT WANT, this grow 
operation, “In My Back Yard.”  I understand that tax revenue can come from this business, both for the Co., and the City 
of Arcata.  Though, I DO NOT WANT the Co., Planning and Building Dept., to approve, “ANYTHING,” for this application 



2

or project.  I want to know that this will be completely, “DENIED.” 
 
Not to mention all of the other issues involved.  Like air quality, health, crime, water and noise pollution, etc., etc.  I 
know time is short, the hearing is the day after tomorrow.  I call upon you and the other Supervisors to end this project 
before it even gets, “OFF THE GROUND.” 
 
Sincerely,    Bob Brown     
 
Sent from my iPad 



From: Yandell, Rodney
To: McClenagan, Laura
Subject: FW: public comment - Arcata Land Co.
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 12:00:38 PM
Attachments: image001.png

From: McClenagan, Laura 
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 10:42 AM
To: Yandell, Rodney
Subject: public comment - Arcata Land Co.

I received a voice mail from Robert Brown and Clair (601-2917) opposing Arcata Land Co.

Robert Brown:  3.15.2021
I received a notice today regarding the Arcata Land Co.  This grow is in my back yard. I am not happy 
with the situation.  I hope Humboldt County Planning and Building Department put time and thought 
into this.  It is not a good idea.

Clair 601-2917 called opposing the project.  (Dialog unavailable)

Thanks,

Laura McClenagan
Executive Secretary
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Dept.
3015 H Street  •  Eureka, CA 95501
(707) 445-7541

mailto:RYandell@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:lmcclenagan2@co.humboldt.ca.us
http://humboldtgov.org/156/Planning-Building
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Larry Wade <larrywade16@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11:15 AM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Opposition to Arcata Land Co.  Application # 12255

Humboldt County Planning Department 

Reference: Arcata Land Co.  

Application #  12255 

I was a long-time resident of McKinleyville and currently living out of state. However, Humboldt County is still a part of me and I 
recently became aware of a permit application for a 23 acre Cannabis Project in the Arcata Bottoms. 

 

Plus side of the equation 

I would assume that this will bring in a lot of tax revenue to the county and possibly more work opportunities. 

Negative side of the Equation 

I hope you are wrestling with the fact that there is a myriad of environmental problems that goes along with this endeavor.   

a. For instance sound/air pollution for Arcata Bottom residents;  

b. the amount of plastic waste generated from the hoop houses;  

c. the amount of water used;   

d. negative impact on small local Cannabis growers  

  

I hope the planning Department will not approve this project. It will negatively impact the lives of many Arcata residents. 

Lawrence Wade  

Formally of 5901 Kelly Ave. McKinleyville 

  



From: Daniel Tangney
To: planningclerk@humboldt.co.ca.us
Subject: Arcata Land Co. #12255

To Whom it may concern,

I am writing in opposition to the 23 acre mega grow proposed by The Arcata Land Company. This project is wrong
for the location on so many levels! Please look into the environmental impacts to the neighborhood as well as the
long term impacts to the planet (23 acres of hoop houses and five tons of plastic landfill each year) This project is
out of scale. And please ignore the ridiculous claim from the applicant that they need to do this to stay afloat. They
started this application long before Covid impacted the cut flower business. This is a greedy corporate attempt to get
into the weed industry and the impact on our community is way out of balance! Please vote NO

Thank You, Dan Tangney
Arcata resident, 43 years



From: Tricia Wood
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Concern/Proposed Grow
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:24:59 AM

Good Morning,

I have owned a home on Jessica Ct. since 1996.  My home is located down the road from the proposed grow site.
My concern and reason for writing you is as follows:

1. My fear is the already aggressive patrolling of 27th street will get dangerously worse. I recommend that you park
your car on the corner of Wyatt and 27th and walk down 27th street. A few years ago my now 8-year old son and I
walked down 27th street on our daily walk. 27th street is a long quite street with limited traffic until you come close
to Sun Valley at the end of the street. As we were walking we got close to the end of the street and the circle to turn
around. Suddenly a Sun Valley white truck on their property sped towards us to get to get as close to us as possible
which was their fence/tree line. The white truck proceeded to follow us by driving the tree line. He was so close to
the tree border/fence that his truck mirror continuously hit the trees/fence making a loud noise scaring my then 6
year old. His mirror continued to hit the trees/fence line until he could no longer follow us as we passed Sun
Valley’s property line. The entire time he followed us he stared at us and glared. I believe he did this to intimidate us
as they are very very paranoid when you walk to the turnabout circle at the end of 27th street. This is a well known
fact and I implore you to see how aggressive they are by walking down 27th and turning around at the circle. My
fear is that their already aggressive security will become more aggressive and create a dangerous neighborhood and
environment that I can no longer enjoy. I will not feel safe as my child grows. He won’t be able to leave his home
past our Court off of Wyatt to play with friends or take a walk to enjoy our neighborhood. I absolutely recommend
you walk down 27th street and see for yourself.

Best,

Tricia Wood, MA, BCBA
Board Certified Behavior Analyst
707-498-9041

Notice: This email may contain privileged or confidential information and is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this
information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please
reply immediately to the sender that you have received the message in error, and delete it. Thank you!



From: Yandell, Rodney
To: McClenagan, Laura
Subject: FW: Concern/Proposed Grow
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 10:06:37 AM

 
 

From: Tricia Wood <bxanalysis@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:50 AM
To: Yandell, Rodney <RYandell@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Fwd: Concern/Proposed Grow
 
Please see my email below. I was just informed of your email address and wanted to share my
concerns with you regarding cannabis grow, Sun Valley.  Thanks 

Best,

Tricia Wood, MA, BCBA
Board Certified Behavior Analyst
707-498-9041

Notice: This email may contain privileged or confidential information and is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or
use of the contents of this information is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this
electronic transmission in error, please reply immediately to the sender that you have received the
message in error, and delete it. Thank you!

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tricia Wood <bxanalysis@gmail.com>
Date: March 18, 2021 at 9:24:54 AM PDT
To: planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us
Subject: Concern/Proposed Grow

Good Morning,

I have owned a home on Jessica Ct. since 1996.  My home is located down the road
from the proposed grow site. My concern and reason for writing you is as follows:

1. My fear is the already aggressive patrolling of 27th street will get dangerously worse.
I recommend that you park your car on the corner of Wyatt and 27th and walk down
27th street. A few years ago my now 8-year old son and I walked down 27th street on
our daily walk. 27th street is a long quite street with limited traffic until you come close
to Sun Valley at the end of the street. As we were walking we got close to the end of



the street and the circle to turn around. Suddenly a Sun Valley white truck on their
property sped towards us to get to get as close to us as possible which was their
fence/tree line. The white truck proceeded to follow us by driving the tree line. He was
so close to the tree border/fence that his truck mirror continuously hit the trees/fence
making a loud noise scaring my then 6 year old. His mirror continued to hit the
trees/fence line until he could no longer follow us as we passed Sun Valley’s property
line. The entire time he followed us he stared at us and glared. I believe he did this to
intimidate us as they are very very paranoid when you walk to the turnabout circle at
the end of 27th street. This is a well known fact and I implore you to see how
aggressive they are by walking down 27th and turning around at the circle. My fear is
that their already aggressive security will become more aggressive and create a
dangerous neighborhood and environment that I can no longer enjoy. I will not feel
safe as my child grows. He won’t be able to leave his home past our Court off of Wyatt
to play with friends or take a walk to enjoy our neighborhood. I absolutely recommend
you walk down 27th street and see for yourself. 

Best,

Tricia Wood, MA, BCBA
Board Certified Behavior Analyst
707-498-9041

Notice: This email may contain privileged or confidential information and is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure,
copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this information is prohibited and may
be unlawful. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please reply
immediately to the sender that you have received the message in error, and delete it.
Thank you!



From: Yandell, Rodney
To: McClenagan, Laura
Subject: FW: No Grow on Foster 
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 9:09:30 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Jennifer Taylor <jftaylor@suddenlink.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 11:55 PM
To: Yandell, Rodney <RYandell@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: No Grow on Foster 

Hello,
I’m sorry I missed your advertisement for comment on this terrible idea.

I’d appreciate learning how this project was justified in receiving a Negative Declaration. I’m stymied at how a 22.9
acre grow has no environmental impact?
I’m especially interested in the light and smell pollution issue. But the planning of  pesticide runoff into Liscom
Slough is also important.
Especially since the location has two elementary schools within less than a diagonal mile (On Janes), and a Catholic
Church.
Thank You for your assistance.
Jennifer F Taylor
Arcata

PS Also, is there any access to the actual permit?

Sent from my iPhone



From: Yandell, Rodney
To: McClenagan, Laura
Subject: Fwd: Proposed Cannabis Grows Foster Ave., Arcata
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 8:09:22 PM

Sent from my Metro By T-Mobile 4G LTE Android Device
Get Outlook for Android

From: Ramona Fair <msmadrone@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 6:03:44 PM
To: Yandell, Rodney <RYandell@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Proposed Cannabis Grows Foster Ave., Arcata
 
I am writing to you again to voice my OPPOSITION to the proposed cannabis mega grows on
Foster Ave. & the Bottoms of Arcata!!  
Here are some of the reasons/concerns:

*WATER! The negative impact such a project/s would have on the areas' residential wells that
people (me) use for their Only source of water for households; the pollution of toxic chemicals
& fertilizers that WOULD negatively compromise the aquifer via groundwater seepage and
runoff; the depletion of the aquifer by the proposed onsite well/s in using HUGE extreme
amounts of water; the negative impacts on the river by same runoff and seepage.

*Toxins in the environment; large amounts of chemicals, fertilizers, fungicides, fuel runoff- all
into the groundwater, aquifer & air, exhausts from boiler use, potential (probable) spills of all
the above. The list goes on! 

* Visual & noise pollution; a blight on our beautiful Arcata Bottoms and pastoral area- such
huge grow/s would Ruin that forever. 

*Traffic! We already deal with too much increased traffic from Sun Valley, people taking the
'back way' to & from Eureka, 2 schools, farm & ranching vehicles, etc.  
Residents & local community enjoy Foster Ave. and area/s for recreation from walking,
running, bicycling, etc.  Plus the new 'Creekside' development in the future works. WAY too
much traffic for the area!!

*Negative impact/s on values of neighboring properties. This is a GIVEN. 

*Security of the neighborhoods. A large cannabis grow/s will surely attract negative elements
and compromise the health & safety of our peaceful neighborhoods.   

*DUMB IDEA!  The coastal environment is a terrible place to cultivate cannabis; it's too
damp, not enough sunshine, it molds! They'd need to use toxic fungicides, supplemental
lighting, mega fans and heaters, etc.    There are Far better places to grow cannabis
commercially, inland areas in the sunshine that would be easier, healthier and not have the
Many huge negative irreversible impacts this project would have on our community,
environment & natural resources.  



*I appreciate the Countys' desire & need for the tax revenue & fiscal impact this could have
from a large project/s such as this and also the owners of the proposed project/s thinking it
could be a good business venture- BUT, this is just a BAD IDEA all around. 

Sincerely,
Ramona Fair
Arcata



From: Anne Braak Katz
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I am in opposition of the Arcata Bottoms, Sun Valley Bulb Farm
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 8:32:33 PM

Mega cannabis grows are popping up all over California. These industrial operations have 
been approved by planning departments without proper notification to, or response from 
their local communities. Residents are up in arms; now subjected to living with the stench of 
skunk, light pollution, noise from fans; a huge unexpected change in quality of life. I am 
concerned about Pesticides, Air quality, Loss of natural beauty, Light pollution, Loss of 
prime AG land, Schools in proximity to proposed grow, Increased traffic and noise, Loss of 
the quality of life in the bottoms, Lowering of property values, and Water usage as results of 
this mega grow. I am in opposition of the Arcata Bottoms, Sun Valley Bulb Farm is 
proposing the 9th largest cannabis grow in North America. 22.9 acres, 193 hoops houses, 
one million square feet of marijuana plants; equal to 17 football fields. The public was not 
informed. Only 5 people received letters regarding this on January 26, 2021. This a huge 
project that can cause irreversible damage to our community. It requires an Environmental 
Impact Statement not the Mitigated Negative Declaration they have submitted. 

Sincerely, Anne Braak-Katz 



From: J Taylor
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: NO GROW on Foster: violates the Law in Arcata, doesn"t it?
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 6:28:59 PM

Good Afternoon Planning Commission and others,

I was shocked to learn of the recent annexation of land to develop the
Foster Avenue housing and senior living Memory Services Complex.
My major concern is for the lack of adequate roadways transporting the
over 150 new cars--- this will significantly and negatively impact current
residents of the Jane's Creek street area, as well as those along Foster
Avenue.  This area does not have the infrastructure to sustain the new
development.

Then came the news reports regarding a *major* grow planned by the owner
of Sun Valley Farms.  Lane reported he has had a difficult year-- too
bad he failed to
obtain the Paycheck Protection Program! (or maybe he just didn't mention
this).'
Very few Arcata *residents*, (not sure where Lane lives, but this grow
scene is not likely in his own backyard), have gone through 2020
unscathed. Many local business have
had to give up; many more are hanging on only due to the financial
support provided by COVID relief and state/local grants.

Lane wants to grow because "it's been financially difficult". Whine.....

I protest the permit he is seeking; I protest the NEGATIVE DECLARATION
attached to the current permit to grow FLOWERS.
Floral farms everywhere are suffering and they are not allowed to grow
cannabis in lieu of flowers.  My own business has gone down, yet I nor
my neighbors are
growing cannabis to make a quick buck.

This man has no concern for the negative and long-term impact his
*scene* will cause to the local residents; evidently not above a bribe,
Lane delivered flowers to some "neighbors".
The City of Arcata has laws still on the books prohibiting the locals
from growing more than their "fair share" of plants. How many local
permitted and unpermitted "Mom & Pop" grows
will go under if Sun Valley grows *millions* of cannabis plants? Too many.

The dilution of the Arcata brand name and Humboldt County crops alone is
enough to warrant stopping this *major* mistake.  Please consider the
many instead of the one.
Prevent this grow, please.

Jennifer F Taylor, Arcata Resident since 2007

--
"Be the change you wish to see in the world" Mahatma Gandhi
***********************************************************



From: Lin Glen
To: Planning Clerk
Cc: mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.gov
Subject: Please submit this comment to the Humboldt County Planning Commission regarding ARCATA LAND CO

APPLICATION # 12255
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2021 5:54:17 PM

To: Humboldt County Planning Commissioners 

From: Lin Glen, PO Box 1004, Blue Lake, CA 95525 

Regarding:  Sun Valley's application to locate an over-sized industrial cannabis growing
operation in the Arcata Bottoms next to people's homes: ARCATA LAND CO APPLICATION
# 12255

As a home-owner and a 50-year county resident, I am strongly opposed to this application
and this project.

Locating a large industrial cannabis operation with industrial-sized noise, odor, and other
negative impacts next to people's homes is poor planning and unacceptable. 

Impacts to the residents would include: health impacts due to noxious odors and emissions,
reduced property values, reduced ground water availability; unacceptable noise levels;
increased traffic; and heavy negative impacts on the viewshed, the land, and the water. 

If the Planning Commission approves this project, it will set a terrible precedent and be a
threat to all Humboldt county residents in the unincorporated areas, knowing that our
county Planning Commission finds it acceptable to locate enormous cannabis grows - with
all the accompanying negative impacts - next to people's homes.  

The state of California says that planning commissioners shall "act in the public interest". In
this case, the public's interest is to allow us all the quiet enjoyment of our homes. PLEASE
REJECT THIS APPLICATION.    



From: stodd fortunaacs.com
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Public Comment Regarding Industrial Cannabis Cultivation in the Arcata Bottoms
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 1:05:13 PM

Hello,

Thank you for your call back and voicemail message. 

I will make my attempt both ways to try and make my comment heard.

Industry has left rural areas in desertion, exploiting resources until they are completely
exhausted beyond point of return. We are constantly reminded of this history from sites such
as the Scotia Millyard and the Samoa Pulp Mill, represented by populations of working-class
people left behind once the land became beyond the point of profit for the out of state
corporations that siphoned money from this land to their distant offshore bank account.
Industrial Agriculture has been deadly to our environment, our water, our soils, damaging all
elements and leaving nothing behind to restore. By allowing industrial cannabis cultivation in
the bottoms, you are not only trading one harmful industry for another but bringing the
physical infrastructure and junk that comes along with, likely to be left behind for future
communities to clean up. This measure will damage our environment and enable industrial
agriculture to continue acting as a band aid for a serious wound our society faces. Keep small
farms, buy local, keep the money here. 

Thanks,
Sean Todd
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Lissie Rydz <lissierydz@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 1:17 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Public Comment Regarding Sun Valley/Arcata Land Company Grow

I am very concerned about this proposed project and would like to voice my objections; 

 Sun Valley as a company has repeatedly abused undocumented labor (even being raided by 
ICE for hiring dozens of undocumented immigrants). Not all jobs are good jobs, especially low-
paying agricultural jobs that Sun Valley is known for 
https://www.times-standard.com/2008/09/05/more-sun-valley-workers-detained-by-ice/ 

 There is evidence that even after the ICE raid that they've been utilizing undocumented labor 
through a middle man Jesse Rapan  
https://www.northcoastjournal.com/humboldt/los-hechados/Content?oid=2131092 

 They have repeatedly been asked to stop using pesticides like glyphosate and chlorothalonil 
https://www.times-standard.com/2019/09/24/state-of-pesticide-rules-seeds-doubt/ 

 Neighbors to the project have publicly voiced objections to the 1,000,000 sq ft of cannabis that 
will affect property values 

Due to their history as a dubious neighbor and employer, I don't believe that they would be good stewards of 
the land for this project. Many smaller cannabis farmers have been waiting years for their permits, have had to 
deal with constantly changing regulations and fines, and now this large irresponsible corporation is getting fast-
tracked. This project does not align with Arcatan values and should be reconsidered. 

Thank you for your time,
Lissie Rydz
 
 
Lissie Rydz     
web design | graphic design | illustration 
(707) 267-1686
lissierydz.com



To: Planning Commissioners 

From James Cotton 

Re: Arcata Land Company application no. 15522 

18 March 2021 

 

 

 I’m am James Cotton, we own the closest house to east of this permit and  

we were not notified of the project. 

 I am a  Retired  Federal  Wildlife  Research  Biologist with > 10,000 hrs. in 

the field conducting bird and mammal surveys. 

 In reviewing the Biological Assessment in the Initial Study my conclusion is 

the county cannot adopt any stance regarding environmental impacts 

based on this study as the study does not hold up to scientific scrutiny.   

  The study failed to disclose the survey methodology.  

 The sample size was too small to be statistically significant.    

 And despite a lit review to identify potential bird species within the study 

area at least 14 species were not included, (see my written comments.) 

 Literature citations were also missing from the report. 

 The most obvious omission from the literature review, and observations, 

were the geese.  

  During the peak of their migration upwards of 60,000 Canadian and 

Aleutian geese are commonly seen foraging in the pastures in the 

Humboldt Bay Region.    

 The reason geese, the most noticeable user of the study area, were not 

seen during the survey is because the study was conducted   outside the 

geese migration period (Jan – Apr). This is a contradiction to the  

statement that the study was conducted during the appropriate times. 

 The study says that no migration corridors were detected. The entire 

county coastline is a bird migration corridor. 

 What will be the impact for the species that use this site?  It is easy to 

surmise that geese, along with other birds, will not land atop the one 

million sq feet of plastic hoop houses to forage. 



 What is the cumulative impact of this 25-acre conversion of ag land 

combined   with the existing 80 acres of greenhouses, 5-acre warehouse  

and the as yet permitted 160,000 sq ft cultivation site on the adjacent 

parcels?  These cumulative impacts are unknown as both the study and 

county failed to address any cumulative impacts on any topics in the IS/  

The impact of this project will have an adverse social impact on our 

neighborhood that cannot be mitigated.  Gone will be the days of taking the 

family to watch geese from Ennes Park, as the geese won’t be there because the 

agriculture fields will be covered to   hoop houses and other structures.  This 

conversion from foraging fields to the ninth largest grow in the country not only 

compromises the well being of the neighborhood but also removes the carbon 

sequestration of over 26 acres of ag land, again the cumulative impact of the 

loss of ag lands have not been accounted for.  This permit needs an EIR for all 

the above reasons and the permit should not be approved until further studies 

can be concluded.   

As commissioners, you hold the public trust and the responsibility to act in a way 

that protects the well-being of everyone.  I trust you will do so. 

 

Thank you for listening 

 

Bird species missing form the literature review IS/MND: 

Peregrine Falcon, Marsh Hawk, Red-shoulder hawk, White tailed kite, 

Hummingbird species, Raven, Barn owl , Killdeer, Western meadow lark,  Crow, 

Egret’s and  Great blue heron, to name just a few. 
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Althea Newman <altheanewman8@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 4:11 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: SAY NO TO SUN VALLEY!!!

I beg you to say a big fat NO!!!!! To the proposed sun valley cannabis farm. The company has an awful reputation of
being a terrible employer and using disgusting amounts of chemicals and pesticides on their flowers and will do the
same on their cannabis. Absolutely disgusting to have that many chemicals and pesticides on 23 acres in town! The light
pollution from their greenhouses will be extreme and effect wildlife especially the diverse bird population. I’m a
Humboldt county local born and raised in sunnybrae where my parents own a home. They and my grandparents are
fiercely against this project. My grandparents love birdwatching in the humboldt Bay Area for its rich wildlife they don’t
want light pollution. The smell of these greenhouses will be disgusting and sooooo close to town where children go to
school and countless people live. People will be bothered by this!! My parents and grandparents are both homeowners
in arcata and soon my partner and I will be as well. I intend to have children and raise my family here and I absolutely do
NOT!!! Want this project happening. Arcata is getting more and more expensive and to maintain the high quality of life
here and the quaintness of our town, natural beauty and wildlife, safety for children, and the small family owned local
cannabis farms I begggg!!! you not to pass this through. The small time mom and pop growers have already been fucked
by your countless rules and regulations. Let the ones that jumped through all the hoops and spent all the time and
money and effort getting permitted be the ones to profit! Support small time family owned local cannabis and the
boutique organic cannabis industry. Please I’m begging you let those small time growers who were grandfathered in be
the ones who get to profit. Not fucking asshole pesticide sun valley whose already making millions selling flowers to
asshole Jeff bezos at Whole Foods. Please maintain the values and integrity of small time humboldt and small time
cannabis. Thank you!!
Althea Newman (age 21 born in Arcata student at HSU studying to be a history teacher)
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Suzanne Hurley <kindred12u@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 4:18 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Public comment submission for Cannabis cultivation project on Foster in Arcata, CA

Dear Planning Commissioner,

I am a resident who lives less than a mile away from this proposed project and am very concerned about the
lack of transparency and insufficient information regarding the harms this project will cause if allowed to go
forward.

I am concerned in particular about the odors, pollution and noise this project will generate for me and in the
nearby Arcata downtown areas, the negative impact on property values likely to result from these impacts.
There is not enough information provided in the MNR to understand the magnitude of these possible impacts.
This neighborhood is frequently impacted by foggy weather and studies have shown pollutants like pesticides
and fumes are carried in fog to a much greater extent. As a senior citizen and retiree, I moved here from
Shasta county specifically to avoid the fires and the smell of cannabis being cultivated nearby my home. I am
concerned that this project will have the same impact on me since I live downwind from this site.

I am requesting a full environmental impact report to address these concerns.

Thank you,
Suzanne Hurley
707 241 5862
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McClenagan, Laura

Voice Mail Received:  My name is Charles King:  I am strongly opposed to the Sun Valley project and feel that it would be 
a huge environmental impact so close to the ocean and the flood zone all the other issues regarding the residents close 
by and the effects it could have on our community.  Again I am in opposition to their permit and hope you do not allow 
it.  My name is Charles King and if you want to call me my number is 707‐499‐5929. 
 

 
Laura McClenagan 
Executive Secretary 
County of Humboldt Planning & Building Dept. 
3015 H Street  •  Eureka, CA 95501 
(707) 445‐7541 
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Asteria Pontoni <asteriapontoni@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 5:04 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Arcata Land Company, LLC, conditional use permit. 

I am writing this email to tell you that I am extremely opposed to the idea of Sun Valley putting in a mega grow in the 
bottoms of Arcata. Grows this size hurt everything around us. They hurt the local economy, and they hurt the small 
farmers that legalization was supposed to protect. It also has a bad effect on the name of Humboldt County pertaining 
marijuana as a craft product. If we are trying to make this the Napa county for weed we should keep our farms small. 
Grows this size cannot produce quality weed. And last but not least it hurts the environment. They want to put this grow 
in in the coastal zone which is supposed to be protected.  Grows this large should not exist here. Let them do it down in 
the central valley or in southern California.  
Allowing this grow to go in shows a lack of morals and is not what is best for this rural county.  
Thank you, Starry  
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Magret Draper <maggi00jd@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 6:06 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: arcata land company proposal for 23 acre grow before planning commission 3/18/21

Dear County Planning Commission, and County Supervisors who will eventually hear the appeal of this proposal: 
 
I missed the comment period for this, as I was so concerned about the McCann proposal that was 5 acres ‐ too large! 
Now I am stunned to find out about a 23 acre grow in greenhouses next to sun valley farms. It sets an absurd precedent 
for ag in this area. Even industrial zoning should not be abused. This is simply too big. It has given rise to public 
controversy, as evidenced by the public comment already in the record, and cannot be authorized to proceed via Neg 
Dec for a Conditional Use Permit. The criteria must be carefully reviewed by county, as it any permit granted by the 
commission leaves the County subject to appeal and likely litigation.  
 
While I  missed the comment period, there is ample information in the public comment to serve as an adequate appeal 
record for serious opposition if this is not handled with sensitivity and a willingness to help stakeholders come to a 
consensus.   
 
I urge the County to be sensitive to the needs of smaller local farmers who are subject to expensive licensure and review 
‐ larger grows should be given the same scrutiny, or the code should be adjusted as small farmers requested years ago. 
The chickens have come home to roost for an overly permissive structure, and it falls on the Planning Commission to use 
discretion commensurate with the values of the majority of Humboldt Residents and businesses. 
 
Thanks for all you do, 
 
Best, 
 
Margaret Draper 
Attorney at Law 
POB 176 
Bayside, CA 95524 
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Rebecca Crow <watergirl64@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 5:43 PM
To: Yandell, Rodney; Planning Clerk; Wilson, Mike; Ford, John
Subject: Public Comments: Conditional Use Permit Record No.: PLN-12255-CUP
Attachments: PLN-12255-CUP_Comments_Rcrow20210318.pdf

Mr. Yandell, 
 
Attached are additional comments in response to the Staff report and draft Resolution. 
 
Rebecca Crow, PE C69664 
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McClenagan, Laura

From: Suzanne Hurley <kindred12u@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 4:40 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Re: Public comment submission for Arcata Land Company, LLC Cannabis cultivation project on Foster 

in Arcata, CA

This email is in reference to: 
Arcata Land Company, LLC, Conditional Use Permit Record Number: PLN-12255-CUP Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 
506-231-021 and 505-151-011 
 

From: Suzanne Hurley 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 7:18 PM 
To: Planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us <Planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Subject: Public comment submission for Cannabis cultivation project on Foster in Arcata, CA  
  

Dear Planning Commissioner, 
 
I am a resident who lives less than a mile away from this proposed project and am very concerned about the 
lack of transparency and insufficient information regarding the harms this project will cause if allowed to go 
forward. 
 
I am concerned in particular about the odors, pollution and noise this project will generate for me and in the 
nearby Arcata downtown areas, the negative impact on property values likely to result from these impacts. 
There is not enough information provided in the MNR to understand the magnitude of these possible impacts. 
This neighborhood is frequently impacted by foggy weather and studies have shown pollutants like pesticides 
and fumes are carried in fog to a much greater extent. As a senior citizen and retiree, I moved here from 
Shasta county specifically to avoid the fires and the smell of cannabis being cultivated nearby my home. I am 
concerned that this project will have the same impact on me since I live downwind from this site.  
 
I am requesting a full environmental impact report to address these concerns. 
 
Thank you, 
Suzanne Hurley 
707‐241‐5862 




